GULE HISTORICAL SERVICES, ING
VANAGEVENT
P0O.Box 543

Storrs, CT 06268

www.ahs-inc.biz

July 31,2025

Mr. Charles A. Brown
countryway@charter.net

Re:  Phase IA Archaeological Sensitivity Assessment Survey
Proposed Subdivision Development on Boston Turnpike: Lot 1/ 3-Lot Subdivision
Coventry, CT

Dear Mr. Brown:

AHS completed a Phase IA Archaeological Assessment Survey of the above referenced
project on July 30, 2025. The purpose of a Phase IA survey is to assess the archaeological
sensitivity or potential of a property to contain intact cultural resources. The Phase IA
included background research and a walkover survey.

The survey was conducted in accordance with the State Historic Preservation Office’s
Environmental Review Primer for Connecticut’s Archaeological Resources.

Results

The 4.51-acre project area is in an area of moderately high archaeological sensitivity
for pre-colonial Native American and historical period archaeological sites. It is situated
above Lee Brook near the Skungamaug River, an important resource for peoples in all time
periods. This area may have provided a good location for temporary campsites and possibly
more permanent settlements. There are no recorded sites within the project area or
immediate vicinity, though this is likely due to lack of testing and does not serve as an
indicator of archaeological sensitivity. There are many pre-contact sites in Coventry, some
in upland areas similar to the project area.

During the walkover survey, the parcel was visually inspected and tested for soil
integrity via small hand-powered augers (Figure 1). The eastern side of the lot gently slopes
to the south, where a wetland borders the project area. The northwestern corner of this lot
slopes upward toward a level area that is rocky. The probes indicated dry and well-drained
intact soils.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Approximately two acres of the APE appear to be sensitive for intact archaeological
resources, based on the intact, well-drained soil sequences, lack of pervasive soil
disturbances, and proximity to attractive environmental resources. Based on the results of
the Phase IA Archaeological Assessment Survey, AHS recommends that the project area be
tested with a Phase IB Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey. AHS estimates that
approximately 23 shovel test pits (STPs) would be necessary to adequately complete the



Phase IB survey (Figure 2). The purpose of Phase IB testing is to determine conclusively if
archaeological sites are present in the development area.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
ry G. Harper W
esident
MGH/rlb
Enclosure
Via e-mail
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Figure 1: Locations of soil probes on project plans.
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5]  COMSTRUCT AND STABILIZE DRIVEWAY,

6]  CONSTRUGT HOUSE, WELL, DRIVEM
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SFASON OF THE YFAR IN WHICH THIS ACTIVITY IS COMPLFTFD. FROVIS TPMPORARY STARIL IZATION OF

W OF HAY ETC. 3 IF THE TOPSOIL IS SPREAD DURING A TIME DI YE&R WHEN GRAS
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Figure 2: Locations of proposed test pits on project plans.
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PAS THER

P0. Box 209
Storrs, CT 06268

wWww.past-inc.org

August 7, 2025

Mr. Charles A. Brown
countryway@charter.net

Re:  End-of-Fieldwork Summary
Phase [ Archaeological Assessment and Reconnaissance Survey
Proposed Subdivision Development on Boston Turnpike: three-lot subdivision
Coventry, CT

Dear Mr. Brown:

PAST has completed the subsurface testing component of the above-referenced
archaeological survey. A total of 23 shovel test pits (STPs) was excavated in the project area
(see attached figure). No STPs were dug in the western corner of the project area due to the
steep slope. The STPs usually terminated around 70 centimeters below the surface,
frequently due to large rocks and cobble impasses in the soil. Nineteen of the STPs were
sterile; that is, they produced no pre-contact or historic period cultural material. One STP,
T3-5 on the southern border of the project area, produced five quartz flakes. These artifacts
represent isolated finds and do not constitute an archaeological site within the project area,
as the surrounding STPs were negative for pre-Contact material. Three STPs yielded small
amounts of historic material: T5-3, T3-4 and T2-3. These contained 5 whiteware, 1 blue
bottle glass shard, and 2 unidentified ceramic sherds. A stone wall bisects this lot from the
northwest to southeast, and the soils contained a plow zone, indicating a period of
agricultural usage where a small collection of historic artifacts such as these often appear in
what is termed “field scatter”, and do not constitute a site nor have the potential to convey
important information.

The paucity of artifacts recovered indicates that the project area has virtually no
potential to contain significant archaeological remains. No additional archaeological survey
is recommended.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
ry G. Harper )_/}W
esident
MGH/rlb
Enclosure

Via e-mail
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CONSTRUCTION NOTES
) OWNER DR CONTRAGTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTANING AL
APPROVALS.

NEGESSARY PERMITS AND

2} TOVERIFY ALL PLAN
PAIOR TO T SYART O GONETRUGTION. e ENGINEER SHALL B2 NOYIFED OF ANY DRGREPANGIES
PRIOR TO THF START OF GONSTRUGTION

2 PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE DF A CERTIFICATE OF OCCURANCY ALL BOUNDARY MARKERS SHALL BE SET
D LAND SURVEYOR

Licel

4.} PRESERVE ANY EXISTING STONE WALLS WHEREVER POSSIZLE. SHOULT WALLS BE REMOVED STONES TO
BE ADDED 10 EXISTING WALLS OR DFHERWISE RE-PURPOSED ON S

£) ALL PROPOSED UTILITIES LOCATIONS SHALL BE APRROVED BY THE LOSAL UTLITY COMPANIES PRIOR
O THE START OF CONSTRUCTION

PTIC SYSTEN DESIGN NOTES AND CRITERA

SEPTIC SYSTEM DESIGN AND INSTALLATICN TO GOMPLY WITH CONNECTICUT PUBLIC HEALTH GODE
REBULATIONS AND TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS
REVISED JANUARY -, 2024

ALLSERT) £ SHOWIN ARE A CONCERTUAL DESIGN. DETAILED SEPTIC DESIGN BLANS WL
8E REQUIRED FOR EACH INDIVIZUAL LOT PRICR TO THE ISSUSNCE OF BUILDING PERMITS,

AL SEPTIC SYSTEM AREAS SHOVAN WERE GESIGNED WITH ELGEN YARDFILTER 53 LINITS WITH AN
EFFEGTIVE LEAGHING AREA OF 10 750 FTT FINAL DETAILED SITE PLANS MAY USE ALTERNATIVE APPROVED
LEACKING TRENGH CONFIGLRATIGNS OR COMPOMENTS.

ADDITIONAL TEST FITS MaY BE

THE SEPTIC SYSTEM AREA SHALL NOT BE DISTURBED PRIOR TO
STAKEOUT OF THE SYSTEM BY THE ENGINEER.
THE ENGINEER SHALL STAKE (LT THE SEPTIC SYSTEM SET ALOGAL BENCHMARK

AND GOORDINATE AN INSPECTION WITH THE EASTERN HIGHLANDS HEALTH DISTRICT BEFORE A PERMIT
TCINETALL THE SYSTEW WILL BE [SSUED.

EUIRED AT THE TIME OF INDI¥IDUAL LT SITE PLAN DESIGH

SELECT FILL FLACED WITHIN AND ADACENT T0 LEACKING SYSTEM AREAS SHALL BE COMPRISED OF

THE DESIGN ENCINEER SELECT FILL EXCEEDING 6% PASSING THE #200 SIEVE BASED ON A WET

SIEVE TEST GANNOT BE APPROVED BY THE DESIGN ENGINEER,

1) THE SELEGT FILL SHALL NGT GONTAIN ANY MATFRIAL | ARGER THAN THE THREE (3] INGH SIEVE.

2) UP 10 45% OF THE DRY WEIGHT GF THE REPAESENTATIVE SAMPLE WAY BE RETAINED ON THE 64
SIEVE

3) THE WATERIAL THAT RASSES THE 4 SIEVE IS THEN REWEICHED AMD THE SIEVE ANALYSIS STARTED,
4.) THE REMAINING SAMPLE SHALL MEET THE FOLLOWING GRADATION CRITERIA
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SIEVE SIZE WETSEVE  DRYSIEVE
w1 100
#10
#10
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#200 0-§ G2
* PERCENT PASSING THE #40 SIEVE CAN BE INCREASED TO NO GREATER THAN 75% IF THE PERCENT
PASSING THE #100 SIEVE DOES NOT EXCEED 10% AND THE # 200 SIEVE DDES NOT EXCEED 5%

SELECT FILL THAT DOES NOT MEET THE DRY SIEVE GRADATION CRITERIA BUT MEETS THE WET SIEVE
GRITERIA IS ACCEPTASLE.

THE R8s ETALL s R A1 P P PRl e e S AR E BT
SELECT FILLTHE TOPSOIL 1N

SUBSQIL SCARIFIED PRICR T e

s ROTECT THE UNDERLYING NATURALLY GECURNG SOIL RN FACM OVER
SILTATION O GTHER DAMAGE TE HSTAL R 13 AESPONSIBLE FAR PROPERLY COMPACTING ToE
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INTHE 2074 GCONNECTICUT GUIDELINES. FGR ERCSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL MANUAL

13 MARK THE LIMITS OF = m WITHTHE 0 PLAN.

20 CLEAR TREES AS REQUIRED.

3)  PRIOR 70 SDIL DISTURBANCE INSTALL ERCSION CONTROL MEASURES, SILT FENCE AND
ANTI-TRACKING PAD (SFE PLAN DETAILS AND LOCATIONS). ADDITIONAL MEASURES MAY BE RECUIRED AS
SITE CONDTICNS REQUIRE, COCRDINATE AN INSPECTION OF INSTALLED MEASURES WITH THE EROSION
GONTROL OFFIGER. SUPPLY THE TOWN EROS'ON CONTROL OFFIGER WITH THE NAME AND

PHONE NUMBER OF A CONTACT PERSON RESPONSIELE FOR THE ERDSION GONTROL MEASUIRES,
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REPAIR AS NECE 55
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e A it CHeD BY OCTORER
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SITE SEEDING MOTES:
PREPARATION: FINE GRADE AND RAKE SDIL SURFACE TO REMOVE STONES LARGER THAN 2' IN CIANETER,
INSTALL SEEDED EROSION CONTROL DEVICES SUCH AS SURFACE WATER DIVERSIONS AS REQUIRED,
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DEPTHOF 4.
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i TWEEN THE TIMES SHOWN ON
THE CHART BELOW. IF SE=" NNOT B2 DONE DURING THESE TIMES, REPEAT MULCHING
PROCEDURE HELOW UNTIL SEELING CAN LAKE PLACE.

MULGHING: IMMEDIATEL Y FOLLOWING SEEDING, MULCH THE SEED SURFAGE WITH STRAW OR HAY 4T &
RATE OF 2 T0 3 TONS/AG. SPREAD MULGH 3 HIAND OR MULGH BLOWER. PUNGI MULGH 1 INTO SOIL
SLRFAGE WITH A TRAGK MAGHINE OFt DISK FARRCY SET STRAIGHT UP. IF USING HYDRO SEED WX USE
TACTIFIER ADDITIVES TO ADHERE MULTH MATERIAL TG THE SURFACE.
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UNIFGRN: APPLICATION RATE OF 1 T0 2 INCHES OF WATER ASPLIED PER APPLICATION, SOAKING THE
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Figure 1: Locations of STPs shown on project plans.
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Figure 3: Excavation of T4-4. camera facing west.



