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ANNUAL REPORT 
FISCAL YEAR 2009-2010 

BUILDING DIVISION 
PERMITS/INSPECTION AND CODE ENFORCEMENT 

 
The Building Division Office is the source of building, septic, well and health information.  Individual property 
files are kept in the main office. 
 
The Building Official and Assistant Building Inspector review applications and plans submitted to determine 
code compliance.  The review process is started upon approval by the Sanitarian, Zoning Agent, Wetlands 
Agent and Town Engineer if applicable.  Applicants are notified by the office technician when approval is 
granted.  Permits are processed and issued upon payment by the applicant.  Commercial, Public and Industrial 
plans are also reviewed by the Fire Marshal for compliance with the State Fire Safety Code.  Field inspections 
are conducted on projects under construction to ensure compliance with the provisions of the 2005 
Connecticut State Building Code as amended by supplements and the Connecticut General Statutes.  
Certificates of Occupancy, Use and Completion are issued upon completion of a final inspection requested by 
the permit applicant or property owner.  The Building Officials review complaints from the public regarding 
structural safety, egress issues, accessibility and general code provisions that may be in question.  Post fire 
inspections are also conducted to determine the status of structures and dwellings in regards to continued 
use, posting unsafe or condemning due to extensive damage.  These inspections and orders are completed 
and issued to protect the health and welfare of the occupants and property owners looking for answers to 
code questions.  Guides providing details on how to file an application and what types of information need to 
be included are available on permit packets. 
 
Public health and environmental health services are provided to the Town of Coventry by Eastern Highlands 
Health District, which is compromised of the towns of Coventry, Bolton, Mansfield, Willington, Ashford, 
Chaplin, Scotland, Columbia, Andover and Tolland.  The Coventry satellite office is staffed full time by Glenn 
Bagdoian. 
 
Our Permit Technician, Karen Osborne provides clerical support to the Building Official, fire Marshal, 
Sanitarian and the Building Code Board of Appeals.  Building files are maintained daily to provide current up-
to-date information to town departments and the public.  Statistical information is forwarded to Government 
agencies and the Census Bureau.  Receipt books and building reports are updated regularly to assist the 
auditors review and create monthly, quarterly and yearly reports. 
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RESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY  
 
Housing starts both state and nation-wide are setting record lows in the industry.  Coventry has had 29 
permits for single family dwellings approved and under construction this fiscal year.  Permits were also issued 
to complete five units in Building C at the Kenyon Falls condominium project on Armstrong Road.  The first 
dwelling in the Flanders Woods condominium development is also well underway.  Home improvement, 
additions, garage, barns, sheds and pools also had numbers comparable to last fiscal year. 
Five families were displaced due to residential house fires with three of them requiring demolition.  Four of 
these are all nearly completed and Certificates of Occupancy should be issued this fall.  The other dwelling is in 
the design stage and repair and restoration should start this fall. 
Residents continue to go “green” with the installation of photo solar voltaic arrays, solar hot water systems 
and geothermal heating and cooling systems.  Many residents took advantage of tax credits for their energy 
saving improvements. 
 
COMMERCIAL PROJECT 
 
Certificates of Occupancy, Use and Completion were issued for Walgreen’s Pharmacy, Daisy’s Creamery, The 
Beebe House, Highland Park Market renovation work and façade improvements at Meadowbrook Plaza, office 
space at American Fuel Oil in Boston Turnpike and the Storrs Community Church on Tolland Turnpike. 
 
TOWN PROJECTS 
 

 Renovation work at Town Hall included completion of the Assessor’s Office space 

 Drainage work to the rear of the building to prevent water damage in the lower level 

 Removal and replacement of A/C system components 

 Approved permits for solar panels to be mounted on Annex roof 

 Restroom renovations and roof repair at Patriots Park 

 Electrical service for the wind turbine project at Coventry High School 

SEWER PROJECT 
 
A total of 92 venting inspections were completed and approved to allow for sewer connection in the lake area. 
 
BLIGHT INSPECTIONS 
 
Several blight complaints have been forwarded to the Building Inspector for review.  Inspections are being 
conducted to determine possible blight conditions.  We are working on notifications to property owners with 
other town agencies.  Several complaints have been closed and other investigations are in progress. 
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CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY, USE AND COMPLETION ISSUED 
 
The total number of certificates issued this fiscal year is 336. 
 
INSPECTIONS 
 
The Building Official and Assistant Building Inspector completed 1567 inspections. 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
The Building Official completed 44 hours of continuing education this past year including attendance of the 
Eastern States Building Officials Conference in Newport, Rhode Island. 
 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Coventry officials have partnered with 9 local towns to be included in the development of a regional on-line 
permitting project.  The permitting system is being funded in part by an OPM Service Sharing Grant, whose 
aim is to develop a regional information technology system that will improve efficiency and lower cost for 
town while showcasing the benefits of a regional approach.   
The software “ViewPermit” developed by Viewpoint GIS and the regional team has been deployed in each of 
the towns.  Testing of the system is ongoing with plans to go live on July 1, 2010. 
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COVENTRY CEMETERY COMMISSION 

Annual Report  

July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010 

 

Cemetery Commission Members 

Sherry Chapman, Chair 

Deborah Blakeley 

Thomas Boudreau, Secretary 

Mike Griswald 

Leonard Gotkin 

Gladys Rychling 

 

Sexton    Treasurer 

Vacancy   Beth Bauer 

 

Town-owned Cemeteries 

Carpenter Cemetery, Silver Street 

Coventry Cemetery, Main Street 

Grant Hill Cemetery, Grant Hill Road (AKA Minister’s Hill, North, Strong, or Flint Yard  

     Cemetery) 

Nathan Hale Cemetery, Lake Street 

Wright’s Mill Cemetery, South Street (AKA South Street, Holy Grove or South Yard  

     Cemetery) 

 

Function 

The function of the Cemetery Commission is to control, manage, maintain and direct the acquisition, 

apportionment, use, and disposition of all town-owned cemetery properties and their appurtenances, including 

land, plantings, buildings, and equipment related to them. 

 

Summary of Service and Highlights (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010) 

 The Commission finished reuniting the last of the footstones found at Carpenter Cemetery with their 

corresponding headstones at Wright’s Mill Cemetery. 

 The Commission established a self-guided walking tour of Nathan Hale Cemetery. 

 The Commission established a contemplation area overlooking the lake in Nathan Hale Cemetery. 

 The Commission oversaw the installation of a rain barrel at Coventry Cemetery. 

 The Commission established a design for uniform signage at town-managed cemeteries. 

 Commission members participated in the annual symposium sponsored by the CT Gravestone Network. 

 The Sexton, Nelson “Chic” Bearce retired; Michael Merriam was promoted to Cemetery Caretaker; Bob 

LaMarche was hired as Assistant Caretaker.  

 Gladys “Tootsie” Rychling resigned from the Commission, and Michael Griswold was appointed to the 

Commission to fill a vacancy.  

 

Headstone Cleaning Workshop at  
Nathan Hale Cemetery 


