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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
Members:  (As of June 30, 2010 end of fiscal year) 
 
Sondra Astor Stave, Bill Jobaggy, Roberta Wilmot, Timothy Liptrap, Barbara Barry, Richard Giggey, 
Mark Lavitt, Sam Belsito. 
 
John Elsesser, Town Manager 
 
Eric M. Trott, Director of Planning and Development 
 
Coventry‟s Economic Development Commission (EDC) continued their efforts to attract new business 
appropriate for the community while supporting existing business and tourism efforts.  The EDC recognizes 
that economic development requires a long-term commitment to create a positive atmosphere to attract 
appropriate development proposals. 
 
A member of the EDC continues to revise and improve a „New Business Primer‟ education resource for the 
business community.  The primer is a „one-stop-shop‟ source of information on what is required and 
recommended to start or expand a business. 
 
The same member of the EDC also serves as a Committee volunteer with The Last Green Valley.  This offers a 
link between the Town and an important regional organization that assists with grant funding and other vital 
resources. 
 
The Chairman of the EDC is a free-lance writer who prepares articles on restaurant reviews for the Journal 
Inquirer.  Due to her exposure in the restaurant business, she has made several connections with local and 
regional restaurant owners in order to attract more food services to the community. 
 
A member of the EDC continues to be involved with the operation of the Visitor‟s Center, which serves as a 
business, cultural and civic information resource for the Town and the region.  The Visitor‟s Center is being 
operated solely by the efforts of the volunteers.   
  
The EDC strongly supports the efforts of the Coventry Farmer‟s Market.   The Market was moved to the Hale 
Family Homestead in 2008 and has proven to be extremely successful and a significant economic development 
feature which supports the local agricultural community as well.  Members of the EDC met with 
representatives of the Farmer‟s Market Board, The Landmarks Society and Town Staff to assist in the dialogue 
relative to the ongoing agreement for the use of the Hale Homestead Property. 
 
The EDC reviewed the results a Nichols College student intern‟s work in preparing business plans for Song a 
Day Music and Le Muse Belle de Artiste.  This effort is was a unique opportunity to bridge the business 
support efforts of the EDC, College with the needs of two small businesses. Overall, the two businesses were 
happy to have the experience and support that was provided.  This effort is being considered to be extended to 
other local small businesses during future semesters. 
 
The EDC hosted a business to business networking event at the Cassidy Hill Vineyard to offer an opportunity 
for local businesses to know the depth of the services that exist in the community and allow for cross marketing 
opportunities. One goal is to establish a mini Town chamber of commerce or business group that supports each 
other‟s cause to achieve better success.  Future forums with specific goals and topics are being formulated for 
later in 2009 and 2010. 
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The Windham Region Council of Governments has administered a grant over the past two years by working 

with the consulting firm of AKRF to create a regional economic development plan involving the member 

Towns. Staff worked with the consultant to provide input during the preparation of the plan to reflect on 

Coventry‟s situation.  The consultant has provided economic development profiles for the member Towns for 

the purpose of marketing and as an informational resource. 

 

The EDC carefully reviewed the situation involving the proliferation of motor vehicle dealer/repairer facilities 

in the Town and made a strong recommendation to suggest that the PZC delete the special permit use provision 

in the zoning regulations.  It was the EDC‟s opinion that the Town has enough of this type of use and wishes 

for a better mix of economic development to provide goods and services to the community.  The PZC 

ultimately deleted the special permit use.  All existing/approved motor vehicle dealer/repairer uses are now 

considered legal nonconforming uses. 

 

An equine forum was sponsored by the EDC to learn how the Town could be more supportive of the equine 

industry and how this can serve as an aspect of economic development that is agriculturally related.  The Town 

has a number of equine facilities that provide a wide variety of services and there is a unique opportunity to 

engage these businesses and expand on the potential of growth in this industry.  The EDC is planning an equine 

event in the fall that will highlight these facilities in Town. 

 

Staff and the EDC have developed a commercial property target development list that serves as a important 

quick reference resource that identifies key locations in Town that have economic development potential.  The 

list describes the benefits of the site and potential compatible uses that could be considered on each.  

Additionally, each EDC member has been assigned a property and serves as the „steward‟ of the property by 

acting as a contact person and advocate as interest in the property increases or a development application is 

considered.  A forum is being planned where commercial property owners, developers, and other associated 

individuals will be invited to learn about the economic development activities that have occurred recently and 

meet the property stewards. 

 

The Town hosted a Tolland County Chamber of Commerce „Taste and Flavor of Coventry‟ event which 

highlighted the various food service establishments in Town.  The event was held at the Cassidy Hill Vineyard 

and offered a great venue for members of the Chamber to learn of the restaurants that exist in Town. 

 

The EDC continues to revise and update the Town‟s economic development brochure/business listing to 

maintain its relevance and accuracy.  This marketing piece is a simple, yet effective way to identify the local 

businesses and provide a quick reference that can be easily offered to the public at various visible locations in 

Town. 

 

The EDC continues to discuss and provide support to various businesses seeking approvals from the Planning 

and Zoning Commission.  The EDC often serves as the „business cheerleader‟ or advocate to assist in the  

processing of an application.  
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OFFICE OF 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 

 

 

 
To:   John Elsesser Town Manager 

 

From:  Coventry Conservation Commission: Leroy A. Lowe Jr., Chairman; Rob Guliano, Vice Chairman; Bob Proctor, 

Sec./Treas.; Art Hall, Paul Manzone, Roy Shook, James Parda members.  

 

Date:   September 26, 2010 

                                                                                   

Subject:   2009/2010 Annual Report 

 

 

The Coventry Conservation Commission has been busy this past year, as this report will show. 

 

 

Open Space 

               The Coventry Conservation Commission completed the open space plan and mapping.  The Open Space Plan /Mapping 

approved and became part of the Plan of Conservation and Development.  

 

Site Plan and Town Referrals  

1. 09-16 Re-subdivision for Barbara Hilton, Brigham Tavern Road/Boston Tpke. (2 lots). 

2. 09-23 Re-subdivision Joanne Solley (1 lot to 2 lots) 164 and 168 Pucker Street. 

3. 09-28 Re-subdivision of the EST. of Frederick J. Malon (2 lots 48.78 Ac. Total) 765 Pucker Street. 

5. 09-26S  Phil Blazawski Auto Services 2724 Boston Tpke. 

6. 10-01 Patriots Land Development (4 lots) 201 High Street. 

7. 10-02 Andrew Ladyga “Anything Automotive‟ 2812 Boston Tpke. (7.99 Ac.). 

8. 10-03 K.F. Realty „Hampshire Meadow” Skinner Hill Road.(39.3 Ac. 12 lots). 

9. 10-07S Eric Springer 237 Woodland Road Proposed Building lot .29 Ac.. 

10. 10-08 Titan Construction/Trudon Construction Beebe Farms Road and South Street proposed 3-lot Subdivision (parcel a 3.31 

Ac.). 

11.         The Conservation Commission reviewed and made comment on two applications for scenic road dedication Jones Crossing 

Road and Riverview Drive.  

 

The Commission reviewed and made comments on the site plans and town referrals.  This information was sent to the town staff and 

other agencies for their review and comment. 

 

Workshops 

 None  

 

Adopt-A-Road Program 

As always the program is running smoothly with the support of the Land use Office and the Department of Public Works. 

 

Publications at Booth and Dimock Library 

 Inactive at this time. 
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Items of general interest 

1. We submit items to the town newsletter. 

2. We hold elections of officers. 

3. We submit a new budget for the year. 

4. We participate in land use commission consortium meetings hosted by the Coventry Town Council. 

5. Commission agendas, past meeting minutes, information flyers and postings are available for review on a commission-

sponsored bulletin board in the Town Hall. 

6. We post our agenda‟s and minutes on the town web site. 

 

The Coventry Conservation Commission Worked on the following items of Special interest. 

  

1.          Members of the Conservation Commission worked with members of the Planning and Zoning Commission  to construct form 

based design regulations for commercial construction. 

2.         The members of the Conservation Commission walked the “Malon Property on Pucker Street for consideration for possible 

open space purchase”.  

3.         The Conservation Commission meets with the Steering Committee to review and discuss three areas of interest to the town for 

open space purchase; The Malon Property on Pucker Street, The Millbrook Greenway, and The Coventry Brook Greenway. 

A decision was made from this meeting to approach the Malon family to see if they would be interest in an open space 

purchase. 

4.         The Conservation Commission signed a letter of support for the “DEP” Open Space Acquisition Grant for Land acquisition for 

the “Malon property on Pucker Street”. 

5.         The Conservation Commission reviewed the Plan of Conservation and Development for things of interest to the commission 

and we have started to work on some of them at this time; Trails & greenways (Coventry Brook & Skungamaug River areas), 

and conceptual site design for the Colvest property. 

6.         Reviewed for comment the revised draft (April 2009) of Natural Resource Based Site Plan. 

7.         The Conservation Commission work on and completed proposed Stone Wall Regulation “NEW” for subdivision and existing 

Stone Walls. 

 

  The Coventry Conservation Commission would like to thank the town staff for its assistance and guidance in helping us accomplish 

many of our projects throughout the year. 

 

I would like to thank the members of the Conservation Commission for their dedication and hard work throughout the year.  

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

Leroy A. Lowe Jr. 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


