
Town of Coventry, CT January 23, 2026

Record No:
WP-26-2

Wetlands Permitting

Status: Active

Submitted On:
1/22/2026

Primary Location

1047 MERROW RD
Coventry, CT 06238

Owner

ENGELS ANDREW &
ENGELS CHERYL
MERROW RD 1047
COVENTRY, CT 06238

Applicant

Eric Peterson
860-871-0808
epeterson@gardnerpeterson.com
178 Hartfod Turnpike

Tolland, CT 06084

Applicant/Owner Information: Please note that "?" bubbles throughout
the application provide additional helpful information when hovered
over.

Applicant Information

Applicant's Association to Owner:*

Engineer

Applicant Business Name (if applicable)

Gardner & Peterson Associates, LLC

Owner Information

Owner Name

Andy & Cheryl Engels

Owner Phone Number

716-390-3401

Owner Email Address

ajengels66@gmail.com

Owner Address

1047 Merrow Road - Coventry, CT

Additional Information
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Additional Agent, Engineer, Contractor Information (if applicable):

Wetlands Permitting

Type of Wetlands Application:*

As-of-Right Application

Type of Activity*

Agricultural

Activity/Project Information

Description of Proposed Activity(s):*

Consturction of new horse barn and manure storage, and the creation of two
horse pastures

Distance in Feet from Regulated
Wetlands/Watercourse:*

0

Square feet of Wetlands, Watercourse and/or
Regulated Area Impacted:

Wetlands only distrubed by the installation
of a horse fence posts totaling
approximately 20 square feet. Regulated
area impact totals 11,300 sqyare feet or
0.26 acres

Describe measures (if any) that will be taken to minimize the impact on wetlands, watercourses, and the regulated
areas:

Any fence post installed in the wetland will be dug by hand.  Erosion control
barriers will be installed downhill of all site grading and construction activities.
 An earth berm will be installed downhill of the manure storage area that will
direct runoff further away from the wetland.
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Any additional and/or pertinent information:

See included narrative

Is any portion of the property on which the regulated
activity is proposed located within 500 feet of an
adjoining municipality?*

No

Acknowledgments

I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND CERTIFY THAT I'M
PERSONALLY FAMILIAR WITH ALL THE
INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS APPLICATION AND
THAT ALL STATEMENTS AND REPRESENTATIONS
MADE ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.
I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM AWARE OF THE
PENALTIES FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT THROUGH
DECEPTION OR THROUGH INACCURATE OR
MISLEADING INFORMATION.*

The undersigned electronic signature hereby grants
permission to this Agency and its Agent to conduct
any necessary inspections of this property, at
reasonable times, both before and after the permit in
question has been granted by the Agency/Agent.*

I agree that my electronic signature below warrants
the truth of all statements contained herein and in all
supporting documents according to the best of the
Agent &/or Owner(s) knowledge and belief, and that it
is equivalent to a handwritten signature and is binding
for all purposes related to this transaction.*

Eric Peterson
Jan 22, 2026
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Record Activity

Eric Peterson started a draft Record 01/22/2026 at 8:27 am

Eric Peterson added file 11536-1.pdf 01/22/2026 at 8:52 am

Eric Peterson added file 11536-1.pdf 01/22/2026 at 8:56 am

Eric Peterson removed file 11536-1.pdf 01/22/2026 at 8:56 am

Eric Peterson added file Engels-ProjectNarrative.pdf 01/22/2026 at 8:57 am

Eric Peterson added file Zulick Report.pdf 01/22/2026 at 8:57 am

Eric Peterson submitted Record WP-26-2 01/22/2026 at 8:58 am

OpenGov system completed document step IWA Application
Checklist on Record WP-26-2

01/22/2026 at 8:58 am

OpenGov system altered approval step Preliminary Staff review,
changed status from Inactive to Active on Record WP-26-2

01/22/2026 at 8:58 am

OpenGov system assigned approval step Preliminary Staff review to
Lindsay Beutler on Record WP-26-2

01/22/2026 at 8:58 am

Lindsay Beutler approved approval step Preliminary Staff review on
Record WP-26-2

01/23/2026 at 1:52 pm

OpenGov system altered approval step Admin Review for Fee
Review, changed status from Inactive to Active on Record WP-26-2

01/23/2026 at 1:52 pm

OpenGov system assigned approval step Admin Review for Fee
Review to Jeannie Katan on Record WP-26-2

01/23/2026 at 1:52 pm

Timeline

Label Activated Completed Assignee
Due
Date

Status

IWA
Application
Checklist

1/22/2026,
8:58:13 AM

1/22/2026,
8:58:13 AM

- - Completed
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Label Activated Completed Assignee
Due
Date

Status

Preliminary
Staff review

1/22/2026,
8:58:13 AM

1/23/2026,
1:52:45 PM

Lindsay
Beutler

- Completed

Admin Review
for Fee Review

1/23/2026,
1:52:46 PM

-
Jeannie
Katan

- Active

Fee - -
Eric
Peterson

- Inactive

Zoning Review - - - - Inactive

Approvals from
Agency or Agent

- - - - Inactive

Issuance of
Decision
Letter/Permit

- - - - Inactive

Inspections:
Please Call to
Schedule Pre-
Construction
Meeting

- - - - Inactive
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GARDNER & PETERSON ASSOCIATES, LLC 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS    •    LAND SURVEYORS 

178 HARTFORD TURNPIKE 

TOLLAND, CONNECTICUT 06084 
 

 
KENNETH R. PETERSON, L.S. 

ERIC R. PETERSON, P.E., L.S. 

MARK A. PETERSON, P.E. 

  

TELEPHONE: (860) 871-0808 

info@GardnerPeterson.com 

www.GardnerPeterson.com 

  

 

 
Project Narrative       
 
Scope of Project: 

Barn, pasture and pasture fence construction for 2 – 3 horses 
 
Owner / Applicant: 

Andy & Cheryl Engels 
1047 Merrow Road 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
  
Years ago, portions of this property were used by neighbors as pasture lands for 
their horses.  The Engels are seeking Land Use approvals for the construction of 
a 24’ x 36’ barn with a hay loft to support 2 – 3 horses on their property for 
personal agricultural use.  Currently, the Engels are stabling their horse, Kristoff, 
at the Connecticut Equestrian Center on Talcottville Road until the barn is 
constructed.  No stalls will be rented out for income.  The barn will have 2 - 
12x12 stalls with a storage area and a tack room.  The storage area can be 
converted to a third stall in the future if needed.  The stalls will turn out into a 
paddock /run out area located off the south side of the barn.  The barn will have a 
full hay loft capable of accommodating 200+ bales of hay and will be accessed 
by stairs in the tack room.  The barn will have water and electric utilities but no 
sanitary sewer or septic.  The water use will only be for the hose bibs on the wall 
of the barn.  The property will be fenced off for multiple pastures which will 
require some brush removal, grass seeding, minor site grading and rock removal.  
For instance, one area outside of the wetlands near the front of a crabapple tree 
will be graded to improve footing for the horses.     
 
The wetlands on the property were field delineated by Richard Zulick, C.S.S. in 
the July of 2025, and located and mapped by Gardner & Peterson Associates, 
LLC.  The permit plans depict the property boundary, wetland boundary, upland 
review area, topography within areas of proposed site disturbance, the proposed 
barn location, an alternative (but not preferred) barn location, site grading, 
proposed utilities, proposed pasture fencing, a manure management area, 
erosion & sediment controls, and construction notes, schedule and details.  A 
portion of the pasture fencing will be located within the wetland.  The fencepost 
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hole located within the wetlands will be dug by hand to minimize disturbances.  
Lastly, the Engels plan to remove invasive shrubbery, vines and pricker bushes 
within the two pasture areas to protect the horses.   
 
 
Background: 
Andy and Cheryl have personally owned horses for 35 years and Cheryl grew up 
on a horse farm.  They are experienced horse owners and horse property 
owners.  This will be the 5th property they have had horses on and their 3rd barn 
construction.  They intend to use the 4.3 acre property for the agriculture usage 
of 2-3 horses, grazing, riding, cart / carriage driving and personal recreational 
use.   As part of pasture management, the horses will be sustained through a 
balance of pasture, hay and grain to maintain good health.   A wood fence with 
gates will be constructed for the pasture area.  The fences are offset from the 
property line 15 – 20 feet to permit horse riding around the outside of them as 
well as have sufficient room to navigate the horse drawn carts, ATV and yard 
maintenance equipment. 
 
 
Barn Placement: 
The 24’ x 36’ barn location was selected based on the following criteria: 

•  Placement outside of the wetlands 

•  Satisfy the 50’ property zoning set back 

•  Satisfy the 100’ manure management set back  

•  Ensure underground electric cable offset concerns by Eversource are 
satisfied 

•  Keep sufficient distance from the electrical transformer to minimize 
potential accident 

•  Minimize the amount of excavation, grading and fill impact to the wetlands 

•  Maximize existing flat area for pasture and turn out 

•  Application of Good Horse Keeping Best Management Practices Manual 

•  Ease of access to barn for Veterinarian, Farrier, hay unloading, trailering 
and manure management 

 
Proposed Barn Location: (Preferred Location)  

•  Satisfies all zoning setback requirements 

•  Least risk of electrical utility line conflict and unintended transformer 
impact 

•  Constructing barn on a relatively flat slope will minimize excavation, fill 
and grading 

•  Land gradient more accommodating to horses 

•  Less removal of trees, bushes, and rocks than other considered options 

•  Vehicle access for purposes stated in the background area is much better 
than other considered options   
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Alternative Barn Location Considered: 

•  Satisfies all zoning setback requirements 

•  Highest risk of electrical utility line conflict and unintended transformer 
impact 

•  This area has a steeper land gradient of the two options.  An extraordinary 
amount of fill would be required to provide a level foundation for the barn.  
The quantity of fill and excavation in that location we feel would have 
higher potential for wetland disturbance than the preferred option. 

•   Removal of trees, bushes, and rocks will be needed to accommodate this 
location 

•  More challenging vehicular access for purposes stated in the background 
 

 
Manure Management: 

•  Manure management will be located 100 ft from the property line.   

•  Manure to be stored in covered dumpster located on concrete pad and 
hauled off property.   

•  Natural screening of the manure storage area exists via existing tree, 
shrubs and bushes around the property.   

•  The grade in the vicinity of the manure storage area will be graded to 
direct any runoff in a southerly direction and further from the on-site 
wetlands. 

•  A small portion of manure will be composted adjacent to the concrete pad 
and used for gardens on the property.   

•  All wells, including the well on this property are located in excess of 100 ft 
from the manure storage, horse barn and pasture area. 










