
Town of Coventry, CT October 17, 2025

WP-25-28
Wetlands Permitting
Status: Active
Submitted On: 9/19/2025

Primary Location

64 ZEYA DR
Coventry, CT 06238

Owner

DURKIN DEBBIEANN
60 ZEYA DR COVENTRY, CT 06238

Applicant

Mark Peterson
860-871-0808
mpeterson@gardnerpeterson.com
178 Hartford Tpke

Gardner & Peterson Assoc, LLC
Tolland, CT 06084

Applicant/Owner Information: Please note that "?" bubbles throughout the application
provide additional helpful information when hovered over.

Applicant Information

Applicant's Association to Owner:*

Engineer

Applicant Business Name (if applicable)

Gardner & Peterson Associates, LLC

Owner Information

Owner Name

Debbieann Durkin

Owner Phone Number

860 877 0819

Owner Email Address

debbieanndurkin@gmail.com

Owner Address

60 Zeya Drive

Additional Information

Additional Agent, Engineer, Contractor Information (if applicable):



Wetlands Permitting

Type of Wetlands Application:*

Modification to Wetlands Permit

Regulated Activity Being Applied For: *

Modification

Activity/Project Information

Description of Proposed Activity(s):*

Proposed activity in the upland review area for tree cutting, site grading, driveway, shed, footing
drain discharge, erosion controls, etc. Modification of Wetlands Permit #20-47.

Distance in Feet from Regulated Wetlands/Watercourse:*

28

Square feet of Wetlands, Watercourse and/or Regulated Area
Impacted:

No wetland or watercourses will be disturbed. 0.25
acres of upland review area will be disturbed.

Describe measures (if any) that will be taken to minimize the impact on wetlands, watercourses, and the regulated areas:

The proposed house and septic layout is designed to minimize disturbance in the upland review
area.  Sediment and erosion control are positioned downgrade of site disturbance.

Any additional and/or pertinent information:

Is any portion of the property on which the regulated activity is
proposed located within 500 feet of an adjoining municipality?*

No



Acknowledgments

MANDATORY PRE APPLICATION FOR ALL LAND USE, HEALTH,
AND BUILDING APPLICATIONS Except for interior work in
existing buildings and exterior work that does not expand or
alter the footprint of an existing building. Effective October 1,
2005 no Land Use, Health or Building application for a permit
may be filed until the holder(s) of any conservation restriction or
preservation restriction on the subject property has been
notified. Please see the attached legislation, PA 05-124. Please
provide the name of the property owner(s) and street address of
the property for which one of the above applications will be
submitted and complete either A or B below. Property Owner(s):
Address of Pemit Application: A. I hereby certify there are NO
conservation easements or restrictions nor any preservation
restrictions on the above referenced propeerty. B. There ARE
conservation easements or restrictions or preservation
restrictions on the above referenced property. Name/Phone
Number of Restriction Holder: Please attach one of the
following: l. Proof that the holder of the conservation or
preservation restriction was notified by certified mail return
receipt requested of the property owner's intent to apply for a
Land Use, Health or Building permit in the [[orgFullName]]. 2. A
letter from the conservation or preservation restriction holder
verifying that the application is in compliance with the terms of
the restriction.*

I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE AND CERTIFY THAT I'M PERSONALLY
FAMILIAR WITH ALL THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS
APPLICATION AND THAT ALL STATEMENTS AND
REPRESENTATIONS MADE ARE TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE. I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM AWARE OF THE
PENALTIES FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT THROUGH DECEPTION OR
THROUGH INACCURATE OR MISLEADING INFORMATION.*

The undersigned electronic signature hereby grants permission to
this Agency and its Agent to conduct any necessary inspections of
this property, at reasonable times, both before and after the permit
in question has been granted by the Agency/Agent.*

I agree that my electronic signature below warrants the truth of all
statements contained herein and in all supporting documents
according to the best of the Agent &/or Owner(s) knowledge and
belief, and that it is equivalent to a handwritten signature and is
binding for all purposes related to this transaction.*

Mark Peterson
Sep 19, 2025



          October 17, 2025 
 
 
Dear Members of the Wetlands Commission,  
 
 Prior to the October meeting, I would like to take this opportunity to 
provide more detail for this permit modification request and address some things 
that have been discussed.  
 

First, I would like to apologize for the lack of written reporting that was 
required on the restored wetland habitat. The process of approval for the initial 
application was very overwhelming for me and I simply forgot that a written 
report was necessary. On occasion, George Logan would call me and ask to visit 
the site but no written reports were done. In addition, I was never notified by any 
town employee that these reports were due until the meeting last month. I 
immediately contacted Mr. Logan. He inspected the subject area and provided a 
written report which is attached as Exhibit A.  

 
Next, there seems to be some confusion regarding the monitoring of the 

restored wetland area. I have confirmed with Mr. Logan that there is no need to 
check the vernal pool for eggs until the spring of 2026. Therefore, the recent 
report that I have submitted would fulfill the current requirement. Consequently, 
there would be no need to delay the permit modification. I have attached an 
email labeled Exhibit B as documentation. Please note that although the original 
permit covers both 60 and 64 Zeya Drive, they are separate properties and the 
vernal pool is not impacted by this permit modification.  

 
After reviewing the memo from Lindsey Beutler, wetlands agent, I can 

provide more detail regarding the modification request. As I stated at the last 
meeting, the reason for moving the house location is due to the excessive amount 
of water. Following are some details: 

- Large crevices form in the driveway which make regrading necessary 
- Neighbors have routed runoff/sump pump/gutter draining onto my 

property 
- Multiple streams/trenches form in the woods and run east to west  
- Landscaping washes away – turns yellow and dies from too much water 
- Soil turns black and slimy (mold) 



- When you dig a hole to plant, it instantly fills with water  
- Trees uproot completely 

I have attached some photos of these issues labeled Exhibit C.  
 
 A trench was created in the cleared area of 64 Zeya Drive when we began 
construction. I don’t know why it was not noted. It is a small trench used to slow 
down the flow of excess water. Some of it may be in the upland review area. It 
has not been touched since it was created and I wasn’t planning on doing 
anything to it in the future. A photo of the trench is attached labeled Exhibit D.   
 
 At the request of the wetlands agent, I was asked to clarify some additional 
things. The cleared area has remained untouched since it was cleared and will 
continue to remain untouched allowing it to return to a forested state. I have 
attached a photo of its current state labeled Exhibit E. As part of this project the 
boundaries of these two parcels will be modified. The area where the proposed 
house is located will be given approximately 4 acres and all of the remaining 
22(+/-) acres will be incorporated into 60 Zeya Drive to prevent any development 
of this cleared area. I was also asked to clarify if the driveway for the proposed 
house would be paved. Initially it will be gravel (with a paved apron) but we are 
hoping to have it paved at some point in the future.  
 
   Relocating the house would insure that issues due to excessive water 
would be resolved. There are two small patches of wetlands in the front of the 
proposed location where the water naturally drains from east to west. More 
wetlands are far behind the proposed area and they would be flowing away from 
this location. In addition, Bread and Milk Street has drainage measures. I have 
spent a lot of time and money looking for alternatives and it appears that this 
modification is the best option within the 73+ acres that I have. Thank you for 
your consideration of my request.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Debbieann Durkin 
 









































Town of Coventry 
Land Use Office – Wetlands 

1712 Main Street  Coventry, CT 06238 

Lindsay Beutler  Environmental Planner / Wetlands Agent 

Phone:  860-531-2886  Fax: 860 742-4059  Email:  lbeutler@coventry-ct.gov 
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Date:  October 15, 2025      
 

To:  Debbie Ann Durkin, Owner; Mark Peterson, Applicant/Agent 

  

Re:  25-28W – 64 Zeya Drive 

Proposed construction of single-family home in upland review area 

Review Memorandum 

 

The Inland Wetlands Agency (IWA) received your above referenced Regulated Activities Permit 

application at its September 24, 2025, meeting and scheduled the application to be reviewed for potential 

action at its regular scheduled meeting October 22, 2025. The application is supported by a site plan 

prepared by Mark Peterson, P.E. of Gardner & Peterson, Associates, LLC, project narrative, Wetlands 

Permit #20-47 Site Plan (Subdivision) prepared by Bushnell Associates, LLC, and a report from 

Professional Soil Scientist, Richard Zulick. The application proposes to:  

1. Modified regulated activities associated with construction of a single-family residence with 

driveway, detached outbuilding, domestic well and subsurface disposal system depicted on the 

approved permit application plan (Bushnell) to completely new location accessed from Bread & 

Milk Street (CT 31) 

2. Revised driveway construction, tree clearing and grubbing, site grading (including septic system 

area), shed, footing drain discharge and erosion controls in the 75-foot upland review area 

3. Disturbances  

o Wetland Area: 0sqft 

o Upland Review Area: 10,890sqft  

 

Todd Penney and I reviewed the application and conducted a site visit with you and your agent, Mr. 

Peterson, on 10/14/2025. Comments from our review are as follows: 

 

 The original plan for a 2-lot subdivision was created by Andrew Bushnell, P.E. and submitted under 

Wetlands Application #20-47W. The scope of that submission included two building lots on a 

shared driveway with access from Zeya Drive. Both building lots were cleared but only one house 

was built. Now the property owner is proposing to relocate the second house to have frontage off 

Bread and Milk Street. The Town’s Attorney, Kenneth Slater, provided his legal opinion, stating 

the proposed activity should be presented as a modification to the original permit, rather than a new 

wetlands permit as currently proposed. It is the Town Attorney and Town Staff’s recommendation 

that the current application be amended as a modification request for Wetlands Permit 20-47W. 

 

 The condition outlining the requirements for monitoring of the new vernal pool creation for the 

active Permit #20-47 has not been complied with, which technically puts the owner/application in 

violation to said permit. Said condition requires yearly monitoring in year 2 and 3 post construction.  

Our records have the vernal pool being constructed at the end of 2022.  That construction 

completion would require the first report to be submitted after the 2024 and 2025 spring 



October 15, 2025 
Debbie Ann Durkin, Owner; Mark Peterson, Agent 
25-28W Review Memorandum 
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engagement season.  The Town has not received any documentation from either the owner or 

REMA Environmental. The permit condition reads as follows:  

Incorporate bullet 5 (page 7) of REMA’s January 11, 2021 Supplemental Wetland 

Analysis on the monitoring of the restored wetland habitat, vernal pool and bio-swale: 

REMA recommends that monitoring and brief reporting on the restored wetland 

habitat and created vernal pool, as well as the bio-swale, be undertaken for two 

full growing seasons past initial implementation season (i.e., Years 2 & 3), which would 

include eradication of invasive plants within a 25-to-30-foot zone around 

the restoration area, and within and adjacent to the created wetland (i.e., bioswale). 

Moreover, REMA commits to monitoring this pool for an additional 4 

years (i.e., Years 4 to 7), pro bono, with annual reports to the Commission. This 

is based on our personal experience that it could take more than 3 years for a 

vernal pool to become consistently active, and is based on the average 3-year life 

cycle of wood frogs, which do not reach sexual maturity for at least half their 

average life span. 

Said monitoring shall use the Town’s newly established “Stormwater Feature Inspection 

Report”. The owner shall be responsible to execute inspections post REMA monitoring. 

 

 An unpermitted activity, diversion trench was installed to reroute the surface flow of water away 

from existing house at 60 Zeya Drive. This activity needs to be located by your land surveyors as 

it relates to the wetlands and upland review area.  Your agents shall provide an opinion as to its 

impact on the adjacent wetland. The applicant shall provide commentary as to whether this trench 

will remain in place. Consideration should be made to how the area surrounding the trench will be 

maintained as well as how the trench will be maintained in the future. 

 Consideration should be given to allowing the area cleared for the original house development lot 

to be returned to a forested state.  

 Provide a revised site plan that depicts the entire 2-lot subdivision with new location of proposed 

house and updated wetland delineation by Soil Scientist Richard Zulick., including wetland 

flagging #1 – 49 and from wetland flag #62 to the northerly property line.  

 Revise legend to correctly identify upland review area as 75 feet.  

 Specify whether the driveway is proposed to be gravel or paved. Add driveway detail to detail 

sheet. 

 The property owner has stated they plan to perform a property line revision that maintains a two-

lot subdivision but creates a lot with Bread and Milk Street frontage where the house is proposed 

to be located. Given the overall inundation of wetlands throughout these lots, it would be helpful 

for the IWA to see the proposed new lot lines.  

 The site plan by Gardner & Peterson is very cluttered with the proposed site improvements, all the 

construction details, and erosion and map notes on one sheet. Consider adding a sheet to move all 

details and erosion control narrative onto and keep the site plan improvements on the first sheet. 

Include a construction sequence on the details sheet. 

 The proposed grading scheme forms a “swale” on the northerly property line. We recommend 

adding haybale check dams at a 75-foot interval to assist in concentrated construction runoff. The 

footing drain outlet coincides with this location. 



October 15, 2025 
Debbie Ann Durkin, Owner; Mark Peterson, Agent 
25-28W Review Memorandum 
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 Engineer should confirm with Eastern Highlands Health District (EHHD) that no domestic wells 

are within the DPH separation for the proposed septic system. You will need to verify with EHHD, 

but I believe the well for the COLA LLC property to the north is considered a community well and 

may require greater setback. 

 In the proposed house box is a call out for invert = 789.8±.  Provide clarity that call out is for the 

footing drain at the foundation. 

 Survey’s certification for the topographic accuracy is T-D.  Please provide backup for this level of 

accuracy.  Why not T-2? 

 Depict the location of the CT 31 (Bread & Milk Street) cross culverts. 

 Provide a note that the curb cut will require a CDOT Encroachment Permit prior to any on-site 

activity and that will be uploaded to the Open Gov application portal. 

 Depict the gutter grades at the location of the curb cut to make sure no puddles will be created when 

you provide positive grade of the driveway towards the gutter line. 

 Depict the sightlines and ensure they meet Coventry Zoning and CDOT requirements. 

 Depict the existing conditions across the street for this application. While it may not be completely 

necessary for the wetlands permit, zoning will want to see what access points be located in the 

vicinity of this proposed access point.  

 

It would be helpful to have any responses to these comments and additional application materials submitted 

in writing prior to the October 22nd meeting. Please note that additional comments may be required based 

on the responses. You can reach me at the contact information above. 


