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Finance Department 

The general purpose of this office is to provide oversight to the financial offices and financial systems of the Town of 

Coventry.   These include the assessment of all taxable and exempt property, the collection of all receipts paid to the 

town, the recording and processing of all expenses, revenues and general ledger postings, the maintenance of cash 

balances, and the pension plan.   In addition, this function supports and maintains the town’s information technology 

system. 

 

General accomplishments 

The annual audit was completed as of 12/31/2016, and presented to the Town Council by the audit firm of Blum 

Shapiro.   The audit of the Fiscal Year ending 6/30/16 found that the Town of Coventry’s financial statements are 

“complete and reliable in all material respects”.  This is the ninth year that the audit has been prepared in the full CAFR 

format.  The CAFR includes additional statistical tables and expanded descriptive information presented to better inform 

the reader of the full financial picture of the Town of Coventry.  The CAFR was submitted to the Government Finance 

Officer Association’s Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Finance Reporting Program, and we are waiting for the 

association’s response to our application. 

 

The budget document was developed and produced in cooperation with the office of the Town Manager.  Several 

documents are produced, a full detailed book, a summary book, a capital plan and a budget brief.    These are compiled 

for the Town Manager’s budget, and again for the Town Council’s recommended budget.  We will continue to work with 

the Town Manager’s office in developing and presenting a final budget for Town Meeting in the upcoming months. 

 

A new capital lease was entered into during February.  Proceeds from the lease will be used to purchase a backhoe, a 

fire truck, a fire tanker truck, and to assist in the costs to replace four of the Town’s boilers.   The Town was able to 

obtain a favorable interest rate of 1.93%. 

 

Final pension preparation three employees were completed.  In addition, preliminary calculation for two employees.   

 

VOIP phone installation has continued with updates performed at the Senior Center.  Phones should be installed there in 

the next month.  In addition, a new server was purchased and installed for the Town Hall for our general ledger 

software.  The old server will be transferred to the Coventry Fire Department. 

 

Meetings attended 

Finance Committee of the Town Council  

Pension Committee  

Cemetery Commission meetings 

Town/BOE worker safety committee 

Town GIS coordinating committee  

BOE/Town IT coordination  

ECHIP Executive committee meetings 

ECHIP Board meetings 

ECHIP Wellness committee meetings 

Farmers Market Planning Committee 
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Assessor 
 

January 2017 

 

January is the month in which the Assessor must complete and sign the Town’s grand list.  This is when we are working 

to finalize all three components of our grand list, real estate, personal property and motor vehicle.   

 

The number of personal property accounts went from 818 on the 2015 grand list to 743 on the 2016 grand list resulting 

in a net increase of $3,052,125 in assessment.  This was a result from the utility company’s increases. 

 

The number of motor vehicle accounts went from 13,307 accounts on the 2015 grand list to 13,460 accounts on the 

2016 grand list resulting in a net increase of 153 accounts and an decrease of $6,839,998 in assessment.  The decrease 

could be the result of slightly inflated numbers of leased vehicles reported to Coventry that should not be assessed here 

due to the Motor Vehicle Departments errors. 

 

The real estate grand list went from $820,782,150 on the 2015 grand list to 826,763,250 on the 2016 grand list resulting 

in a net increase of $5,981,100 in assessment.  This was due in a large part to new construction to include two 

condominium projects and a number of new single family houses.   

 

Budgets were completed for the Assessor’s office and the Board of Assessment Appeals.  Quarterly reports were 

prepared. 

 

Supplemental bills were mailed by the Tax Collector, which activated a great number of questions for the office. 

 

2016 Grand List 

Motor Vehicles         92,835,480 

Personal Property     32,368,638                          

Real Estate                826,763,250 

Total                                  951,967,368 

 

February 2017 

 

With the completion of the Grand List, change in assessment notices were mailed for all real estate and personal 

property accounts. Calls began the following day with taxpayer’s questions.  Those objecting to their new assessments 

were given forms and necessary information for the appeal process.  February 20, 2017 was the last date for submitting 

appeal applications.  Scheduling appointments with the Board of Assessment Appeals began as soon as the first appeal 

application was received.   

 

The M37 which reports all State owned properties was completed and other reports generated for various departments 

and lake associations. 
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Applications for the elderly and disabled began the 1st of the month.  Reminder letters were sent to everyone who is on 

the program due to the change in the local ordinance.   This new ordinance, which allows tax payers who already qualify 

for the state benefit, to receive an additional 50% credit of the State credit. 

 

 

March 2017 

 

Elderly and disabled program reminder phone calls were made starting on March 23rd to try to avoid the need to send 

out the mandatory reminder letters on May 1st.  The phone calls saved sending out about 11 letters. 

 

The Board of Assessment Appeals held 1 meeting, completing its duties on March 4, 2017.  Our office received 5 

applications for the board to hear.   The following are the breakdown for those appeals: 

 

Real Estate      4 appeals 

Motor Vehicle      0 appeals 

Personal Property     1 appeal 

 

The results of those appeals equaled no reduction to the 201 grand list.  

 

The Motor Vehicle Departments new software resulted in our Motor Vehicle Grand List being incorrect.  We began the 

long process of trying to fix some of the issues as a result of that.  These corrections will be an ongoing issue through the 

month of July.   

 

We continue to devote a portion of our time to improving the town’s Geographical Information System. Working also on 

new mapping for the office with a goal of July to have them completed.  
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