Town of Coventry
Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday October 16, 2025

6:30 PM
Conference Room B, 1712 Main Street
Zoom Meeting Link Below
1. Call To Order, Roll Call

2. Approval Of Minutes

A. Minutes, September 30, 2025

Documents:

FSHSRSC MEETING MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 30.PDF

3. Draft Of Firearms Ordinance

Documents:

FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 6 WITH CHANGES.PDF
FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 6.PDF

4. Discussion And Planning Of Second Public Comment Meeting
5. Discussion And Planning Of Future Meetings
6. Other Business

7. Adjournment

Topic: Firearms Safety

Time: Oct 16, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/862922964427?
pwd=Mal7xtn72sJ78ya96i1tDZRY7SAd08.1

Meeting ID: 862 9229 6442
Passcode: 772

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,86292296442#,,,,*772# US (Washington DC)
+13052241968,,86292296442#,,,*772# US

Join instructions


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292296442?pwd=Mal7xtn72sJ78ya96i1tDZRY7SAd08.1

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/86292296442/invitations?
signature=Nxlex619VFPY3QVZMZMDgnf_ZN3tbD uuLU6al2Bvms


https://www.coventry-ct.gov/85732053-f780-4f01-95c0-72c302d98cb8

Town of Coventry

Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee
Special Meeting Minutes RECE IVE D

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 CT 147205

! Chir
1. Cali To Order, Roll Call: Office 0?%9 Town Clerk

Coventry, CT
By: Murray Time: 6:33 p.m. Place: Town Hall Annex
PRESENT | ABSENT

REGULAR Brian Murray, Chairperson X
MEMBERS:

Kenneth Stein, Vice Chairperson X

Dudley Brand X

Mike Mangiafico X

Vacancy
STAFF: Jana Roberson, Director of Planning & Dev't. X

Chief of Police Eric Peterson X

Also present: Special Projects Coordinator Alex Taylor and Town Manager James Drumm.

2. Approval Of Minutes:

A. Minutes, September 18, 2025:

Motion: | move to accept the September 18, 2025, Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee
Meeting Minutes.

By: Stein Second: Brand

Discussion: None

Vote: Unanimously in favor

3. Review of Public Comment Feedback:

Murray reminded that there is email correspondence as well as the spoken feedback. Taylor commented that
there is a new email, but it is from one of the speakers from the public comment, who sent her written
statement. Taylor added that all comments spoken during Public Comment are included summarized in the
minutes as well.

It was felt that no further review of comments made or submitted was necessary at this time, as the

Committee has already reviewed them.

4, Draft of Firearms Ordinance:



The current draft was reviewed and is the same draft that the public made comment on. This draft is on the
town’s website and has been available for some time.

Stein felt that with the several comments that were made during public comment, it was clear that many did
not actually read the ordinance or understand it. For example, there were concerns that nail guns would not
be able to be used, when those were specifically included in the exemptions.

Roberson discussed that definitions are included at the beginning of the draft as firearms and air guns are
different terms that are not treated identically.

Murray explained that there seemed to be a lot of misinformation shared during the meeting, and he wants to
clear that up along with addressing common themes that were brought up in relation to the ordinance.
Murray noted that one of the biggest pieces of misinformation, was that someone stated that if they were
cited for a violation of this ordinance, they would not be able to buy a gun, which is false.

It was discussed whether or not a nail gun should even be included in the ordinance, even under exemptions.
Stein noted according to the NRA, gun safety is gun safety, whether a gun is powered by gun powder or air.
Both definitions of Firearm and Air Gun are included in the ordinance. Stein understood that Murray wasn't
specifically talking about safety, but rather should it be included in regulations. He reminded that noise hasn’t
been an issue with air guns, nor are there noise restrictions for air guns in the NRA handbook.

Murray was curious if there was anything they could do to clarify the ordinance for BB guns, as there was a
resident concerned the ordinance would prohibit BB gun use. Stein stated that he feels that the resident did
not read the ordinance. Roberson commented that the way the definitions are written, are not attempting to
list every kind of gun, as they never could. Roberson felt that it was clear which sections included Firearms and
Air Guns or just Firearms. She reminded that you are not required to call the Police Department when using an
Air Gun, and it can be used any time day or night. Taylor added that Section 66-77, subsection f, does not
include Air Guns as well.

Mangiafico felt that the Ordinance needs to be written as simple as possible. He felt tensions were high, and a
lot of people did not understand the purpose of this Committee and felt they were going to be losing rights.
Additionally, the public comment turned into a courtroom battle between the 2 Riley Mountain neighbors.
Mangiafico also stated that most people gave their opinions, which they are entitled to, rather than quality
feedback on the ardinance.

Murray discussed that he was able to pull from multiple comments that it seemed like most people had a
problem with the 300 ft distance requirement, but were ok with 250 ft. Murray also added that it seemed like
a definition of “range” needs to be clarified or added to know where the distance requirement applies. The
discussion continued that the distance from shooting to backstop needs to be considered in the distance,
along with the distance from occupied structures. Stein stressed that a shooter should look 180 degrees from
where they are shooting and not having anything in sight. Stein added that 350 feet will also help with the
noise.



Mangiafico did not believe that 100 feet would make a large difference in terms of noise. Stein disagreed, as
distance plays a big factor in reducing decibels. However, environmental factors contribute to the amount of
noise as well.

Taylor stated that as written, the ordinance identifies the starting point of distance from where the gun is
being fired. He asked if there should language that clarifies requirements for spacing and measurement of the
backstop as well. He cautioned that this may be difficult.

Roberson was curious if the NRA range manual clearly defines range. Stein stated he is not sure but will look it
up. He did note that the manual states that a backstop should be sufficient to contain the round a shooter is
intending to use. He also noted that during public comment, there was quite a few comments where people
complained that there were no guidelines for appropriate backstops. The Committee purposefully left it vague
as each situation and materials required differ.

Roberson agreed and stated that things can be defined spatially without measurements. Roberson also made
a point that she heard several comments at the public comment that there is nothing in the ordinance about
safety. She reminded that every discussion surrounded safety when examining the issues. However, the
ordinance cannot simply read “Make everything safe”. She reminded the purpose of the regulation, which is
clearly stated at the top is the safety and wellbeing of Coventry residents.

Roberson, going back to the original point, wanted to make sure that the distance, whatever it shall be, has a
clear starting point, and what is included in that distance.

Murray explained that property lines should be considered as well. He reminded that Planning and Zoning
regulates all sorts of things from property lines, and that this should be especially considered with a Home
Shooting Range. He stated that an individual should know their property lines if setting up a home shooting
range. He commented that he wouid be in support of a decreased distance, if it was a set distance away from
the property lines. Murray suggested a distance of 250 ft from the point of shooting, away from an occupied
structure or dwelling, and 50 ft off the property line.

Brand discussed that there could be a lot of things that go into the shooting range, and it's different than
building a shed off a property line. He commented that this could get complicated. Mangiafico reiterated that
they need to avoid complicated and keep things simple.

Taylor shared that there seems to be a few questions floating around, that need to be addressed:
1. Where is the origin of the 350 ft starting from?
2. Should there be a required distance from a property line?
3. Should the required minimum distance of 350 ft be modified?

Roberson clarified another point of information, that the distance requirement does not apply to one's own
house/property, or if there is written permission from the owner should the shooter not be the owner of the
home/property.

Chief Peterson explained that if there was ever a situation where an individual was firing in the direction of
someone’s home, that would constitute as reckless. The same would apply if there was a home on the other



side of an established berm. Chief Peterson reminded that there are too many instances where common sense
is out the window.

Roberson felt that the ordinance clarifies that the origin of the distance requirement is from the point of
shooting, based on the language in the ordinance. The language states “Persons wishing to engage in
recreational shooting, must do so at a distance greater than 350 ft.” It was agreed that the “do so” refers to
the act of shooting/firing line.

Murray questioned if the noise portion should even be included in this ordinance, or if a noise ordinance
should be recommended to the Town Council. Stein stated that wellbeing was a part of the Committee’s
charge, which includes the intensity of noise. Taylor pointed out that even if somethings are the same decibel
of noise, it makes a difference what the source of the noise is. He compared starting a lawn mower to a low
powered firearm, which matters due to the connotation surrounding those 2 things. Stein agreed and
reminded that the Committee spoke on that topic. Taylor shared that the committee may recommend to the
Town Council that a noise ordinance be created as well as the firearms safety/home shooting range ordinance.
Murray reminded that Tolland has a quiet hour from 10 PM to 7 AM, every day.

Drumm cautioned that elaborating on allowed decibels would put in place too many restrictions. Murray
understood hut wanted to make sure that if they put a distance of 350 ft in the ordinance, that it is going to
solve the issues. Stein reminded that each situation is different, and it depends on who is making the
complaint.

Taylor suggested changing the language of the ordinance to state that a person may not discharge a firearm
within 350ft of an occupied structure. This clarifies that the distance starts from where the firing is occurring,
and not the whole range area. He further added that the back stop location and distance is clarified in a
different section of the ordinance and can be included under the distance requirements as well.

Roberson questioned the purpose of the backstop and stated that she is under the impression it is supposed
to stop the projectiles. Stein stated it should, it if it built correctly. However, if built incorrectly, it could fail. He
also commented that he has seen a person pop up on the top of a berm that was live and placed in the woods.
He cautioned with berms in the woods, as a person could be hiking in the woods and unaware of a live range,
especially if it is a home shooting range, and not a commercial range. Roberson stated that it seems that
people should not be behind the backstop as it is unsafe. Stein stated that nothing is 100% and suggested that
if a backstop is in the woods, signage should be placed behind it.

The committee discussed that if a person was firing without a backstop, that it would be a bigger issue of
reckiess endangerment for the Police Department to get involved. Chief Peterson agreed, and stated when
someone sets up a home range, the first thing that the PD will look at is the direction of where the bullet may
be traveling and what is around. He reminded that they can only go investigate when they receive a
call/complaint. Based on what they find, they can do what they can to correct the situation.

The Committee discussed reducing the distance. Brand felt that it should remain at 350ft. Stein shared
concerns that maybe the distance would not increase or decrease safety if it was reduced, but it would
certainly affect noise. He felt that if it was left at 350 ft, there will be people who complain about the distance.
Murray stated that Tolland uses 250 ft, and their Town Manager has publicly stated that it has never had to be



enforced. Stein added that having the ordinance as a framework is a large contributor to why it has never had
to be enforced. Murray agreed and stated that it is not something people should be afraid of. Having this
ordinance would be a tool to use and is not something that would be enforced on a daily basis.

Roberson commented to have a minimum distance of 350ft from structures, in all directions, a person would
need over 8 acres of land. However, this only applies if there are structures in either direction. If firing into the
woods, or direction of woods, then the distance requirement would not apply.

Murray and Mangiafico were OK with 250 ft. Stein had pros and cons either way. Chief Peterson was asked his
thoughts. Chief Peterson explained that in terms of the 2 distances, and safety, it would not matter. it would
matter if the shooter was being reckless or dangerous. The difference between 250 ft and 350 ft is a quality-
of-life issue. Chief Peterson reminded that regardless of the distance, having a written distance will help the
PD be able to do something when responding to calls, if need be.

Mangiafico explained that if this ordinance gets adopted, the only time there will be an issue is when 2 people
can’t get along. He reminded that there have not been any injuries in town due to home shooting ranges. The

only time there was an issue was during a hunting situation, which was greater than 500 ft. He reminded that

if neighbors can’t get along, if the distance was 1,000 feet it wouldn’t matter.

Stein reminded that there were a lot of compiaints from the 2 neighbors who could not get along regarding
the 350 ft distance. He also reminded that the Committee has spent many months reviewing issues unrelated
to the Riley Mountain neighbors. Chief Peterson has explained to the Committee that there are issues in other
areas of town. Mangiafico agreed and commented that one of the most vocal persons at the meeting lives in
the lake community where shooting isn’t allowed anyways.

Stein stated that changing the distance from 350ft to 250ft would increase the noise. He questioned if this was
an agreeable change. Brand also commented that a 250 ft minimum distance requirement would allow for
some people in the lake community to have a home shooting range, as they would meet that requirement.

Murray commented that he has 2 members for 250 ft, 1 member for 300 ft, and 1 member for 350 ft. Murray
also stated that he is more than willing to have another public comment, as the 1% public comment did not
provide feedback on the ordinance as requested or speak for or against the distance outside of airing
grievances.

Roberson also reminded everyone to keep in mind that the parcels of land take on many shapes and sizes, as
do their surrounding properties.

The committee rediscussed reducing the minimum required distance to 250 ft, as long as the home shooting
range is 50 ft off the property line. Roberson commented that they tell people they need to build their deck
off the property line, it would make sense to do the same for a home shooting range. Stein shared that if the
goal is to make the ordinance simpler, this is the wrong direction.

Stein also added that there were comments that the town cannot tell you what to do on your own property
but reminded that a person cannot build on their property without permits. Roberson agreed and noted that
there were comments that this should be handled through zoning. She reminded that this was discussed in the



past, and that it would grandfather ranges already in place, which is not appropriate for this issue as it would
not address existing situations. She also added that the Zoning Enforcement Officer is not the person to be
responding to calls or investigating ranges in violation of a home shooting range ordinance. They are not
trained for that type of situation, and it would be best suited for the police to respond for a variety of reasons.

Taylor shared that the distance will always be on a sliding scale, and there will be pros and cons to each
distance. However, the ordinance will not please everyone. He reminded that they shied away from using
property lines in the past as it could be difficult to verify and could lead to further disputes. Chief Peteson
explained that a responding officer is not going to confirm the exact property line, it will be an approximation.
Stein reminded that a similar scenario regarding disputes with property lines played out already in the cases
they reviewed.

Motion: | move to change the minimum required distance from point of discharge to 250 ft from 350 ft.
By: Murray Second: Mangiafico

Discussion: None

Vote: Unanimously in favor

Motion: | move for a 50 ft setback from the property line for the placement of a home shooting range.
By: Brand Second: Mangiafico

Discussion: Stein stated he understands why this is being considered but feels that it makes things more
complicated when the goal was to make the ordinance simpler and clearer. Murray commented that it allows
for a buffer, especially with large lots.

Voting:

For: Murray, Mangiafico, and Brand
Opposed: None

Abstain: Stein

Taylor stated that they have answered most questions about distance generated by public comment and was
curious if there were any other modifications they felt were needed.

Murray brought up the fact that there was a concern when a recreational shooter calls the PD to notify they
will be shooting and there is no official record of the call. Chief Peterson noted that it would be noted what
time the call came in to start the 4-hour window and eliminate unnecessary policing. He reminded that the
goal is to use the ordinance as a guideline not strict enforcement or issuing infractions. He also stated that if
there is a case where enforcement is needed, it will likely be well past the 4-hour window. Chief Peterson also
reminded that the calls are recorded and are kept for approximately 90 days.

Taylor reminded that paintball was previously mentioned and felt that this could be added as an exception
should the committee agree, which they did.



Stein wanted to make a point that there was a gentleman who spoke and stated the ordinance as it is
currently written would not pass a legal review. Stein reminded that this was reviewed by the Town’s Attorney
who found no issues. He also stated that the same citizen had an issue with the restriction of secondary action
targets, as it would prohibit the use of steel targets, as the bullet bouncing off the target is a secondary action.
Stein explained that this is completely untrue, as the bullet hitting the steel target is stopping its forward
motion, and falling to the ground, which is gravity. He stated that everyone is entitled to their opinion, but
some of the comments made were not factual.

5. Discussion and Planning of Future Meetings:

Murray explained that he is more than willing to allow for a 2" public comment to allow for more appropriate
feedback on the ordinance. Taylor explained that this is fine but cautioned at the Committee’s charge expires
December 1%, He also reminded that he could keep the email open to receive written comment that way as
well. Roberson reminded that if the Town Council moves forward with adopting the ordinance, there will be a
public hearing.

Stein added that with them nearing the end of their charge, whatever needs to get done following a public
comment at the October 16" meeting, will need to be done at the November meeting, as it will be their last.
Taylor explained that this means that a presentation from the committee and a draft ordinance will need to be
finalized at the November 20" meeting. He reminded that a special meeting could be held again, if needed.

6. Other Business:
Taylor summarized the changes discussed and to be made to the current draft for next meeting:
e Section 66-77, Subsection C:
o toread: “A person wishing to discharge a firearm must do so at a distance greater than 250 ft.”
® This is a change from 350 ft
¢ Language will be added to inciude a 50 ft setback from the property line
¢ Section 66-79
o Paintball will be included as an exception

The October 16™ regularly scheduled meeting will be at 6:30 PM in the Annex, with a public comment
segment to be advertised. The feedback@Coventry-CT.gov will remain open, and any emails received will be
added as content to the next meeting agenda.

7. Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:30 PM.

Submitted by,

Nicole Archambault

Nicole Archambault

Minutes Clerk



PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the Committee at the next meeting. Please
see the next Committee meeting minutes for approval or changes.



Chapter 66 — OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS|

ARTICLE III. - HOME SHOOTING RANGES

Sec. 66-75 Purpose

The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being
of the residents of the Town of Coventry

Sec. 66-76 Definitions

Firearm

Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical
damage

LAir gun
Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to
expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical damage]

Backstop
A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.

Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club
An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria:
a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design
to contain fired projectiles;
b) Said shooting range is in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws;
¢) Individuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety; and
d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms.

Recreational Shooting
For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a
Firearm or Air Gun at an inanimate target

Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be
the owner of the property on which the discharge is to occur, be the spouse or lineal
descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present.
The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are
being directed.

—| Commented [AT1]: This ordinance is a draft based on
preferences expressed by the FS/HRSC. This is not finalized,
and all language present within may be subject to change.

—| Commented [AT2]: A separate definition was given for

the sake of clarity, and Air Guns were specifically included
on restrictions based on safety but excluded from those
where noise may be the central concern




b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used.
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles
at any position the shooter intends to use.

c) Persons wishing to engage-inreecreational-shooting-withdischarge a Firearms must do so
at a distance of greater than 250ft from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied
by people or domestic animals, or used for the storage of flammable materials unless they
are the owner of such property, the spouse or lineal descendant of the owner of the
property, or have on their person the written permission from the owner of the property to
do so. A building is considered to be occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it
appears from a reasonable inspection of the structure to be unoccupied.

exd) Persons wishing to discharge a Firearm must do so at a distance of greater than
50ft from their property line unless they are the owner of the adjacent property, the
spouse or lineal descendant of the owner of the adjacent property, or have on their person
the written permission from the owner of the adjacent property to do so.

de) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns
must not shoot across any public roads or public trails.

e)f)Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so at an inanimate target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon being hit
by a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or shrapnel.

Hg)Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or another adult with the approval of their
parent or legal guardian.

Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between
the hours 0of 9:00 AM to sunset as defined in the current Connecticut Hunting and
Trapping Guide.

b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar
day.

Sec. 66-79 Exceptions

The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article I1I shall not be construed to apply in the
following circumstances:
a) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting
within the scope of their official duties;
b) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1;



¢) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws;

d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes;

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of The Manchester
Sportsmen’s Association, Manchester Coon and Fox Club, or a Commercial Shooting
Range/Private Gun Club duly organized in accordance with Town zoning requirements;

f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as
a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a
Firearm or Air Gun,

He)The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of propelling
paintballs, airsoft pellets, or other foam, rubber, or plastic projectiles, which by its design
might otherwise fall under the definition of an Air Gun;

sh) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by
police officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or
Connecticut National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and

h)i)The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment.

Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article
Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for

most $100 if not otherwise specified. Each day a violation

such a violation pursuant to ‘Sec‘ 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances ] Commented [AT3]: Sec. 1-10 indicates fines shall be at
continues may be counted as a separate offense.

Secs. 66-81 — 66-96 Reserved




Chapter 66 — OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS|

ARTICLE III. - HOME SHOOTING RANGES

Sec. 66-75 Purpose

The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being
of the residents of the Town of Coventry

Sec. 66-76 Definitions

Firearm

Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical
damage

LAir gun
Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to
expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical damage]

Backstop
A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.

Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club
An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria:
a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design
to contain fired projectiles;
b) Said shooting range is in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws;
¢) Individuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety; and
d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms.

Recreational Shooting
For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a
Firearm or Air Gun at an inanimate target

Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be
the owner of the property on which the discharge is to occur, be the spouse or lineal
descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present.
The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are
being directed.

—| Commented [AT1]: This ordinance is a draft based on
preferences expressed by the FS/HRSC. This is not finalized,
and all language present within may be subject to change.

—| Commented [AT2]: A separate definition was given for

the sake of clarity, and Air Guns were specifically included
on restrictions based on safety but excluded from those
where noise may be the central concern




b)

<)

d)

€)

2

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used.
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles
at any position the shooter intends to use.

Persons wishing to discharge a Firearm must do so at a distance of greater than 250ft
from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied by people or domestic animals, or
used for the storage of flammable materials unless they are the owner of such property,
the spouse or lineal descendant of the owner of the property, or have on their person the
written permission from the owner of the property to do so. A building is considered to
be occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it appears from a reasonable
inspection of the structure to be unoccupied.

Persons wishing to discharge a Firearm must do so at a distance of greater than 50ft from
their property line unless they are the owner of the adjacent property, the spouse or lineal
descendant of the owner of the adjacent property, or have on their person the written
permission from the owner of the adjacent property to do so.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must not
shoot across any public roads or public trails.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so at an inanimate target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon being hit
by a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or shrapnel.
Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or another adult with the approval of their
parent or legal guardian.

Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements

a)

b)

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between
the hours 0of 9:00 AM to sunset as defined in the current Connecticut Hunting and
Trapping Guide.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar
day.

Sec. 66-79 Exceptions

The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article I1I shall not be construed to apply in the

following circumstances:

a)
b)

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting
within the scope of their official duties;

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1;



¢) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws;

d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes;

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of The Manchester
Sportsmen’s Association, Manchester Coon and Fox Club, or a Commercial Shooting
Range/Private Gun Club duly organized in accordance with Town zoning requirements;

f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as
a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a
Firearm or Air Gun,

g) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of propelling
paintballs, airsoft pellets, or other foam, rubber, or plastic projectiles, which by its design
might otherwise fall under the definition of an Air Gun;

h) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by police
officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or Connecticut
National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and

i) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment.

Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article
Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for

such a violation pursuant to \Sec‘ 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances ] _—| Commented [AT3]: Sec. 1-10 indicates fines shall be at
most $100 if not otherwise specified. Each day a violation

Secs. 66-81 — 66-96 Reserved continues may be counted as a separate offense.






