Town of Coventry
Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee
Regular Meeting
Thursday May 15, 2025
6:30 PM
Conference Room B, 1712 Main Street

Zoom Meeting Link Below
1. Call To Order, Roll Call

2. Approval Of Minutes

A. Minutes, March 17, 2025

Documents:

FSHRSC MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 17.PDF

3. Draft Of Firearms Ordinance

Documents:

FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 4.PDF
FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 4 WITH CHANGES.PDF

4. Review Of Questions For Chief Peterson

Documents:

QUESTIONS FOR CHIEF PETERSON.PDF
5. Ordinance Background Presentation Progress Review
6. Discussion Of Future Agendas/Citizen Feedback
7. Other Business

8. Adjournment

Topic: Public Safety/Firearms Mtg

Time: May 15, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/830339295777
pwd=c7wOwtIKXDKIZMZ]jGYGub6ArtaLEXTA.1

Meeting ID: 830 3392 9577
Passcode: 772


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83033929577?pwd=c7wOwtIKxDKlZMZjGYGu6ArtaLEXTA.1

One tap mobile
+13052241968,,83033929577#,,,,*772# US
+13092053325,,83033929577#,,,,*772# US

Dial by your location

« +1 305 224 1968 US

« +1 309 205 3325 US

«+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
« +1 646 931 3860 US

« +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
« +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
«+1 564 217 2000 US

« +1 669 444 9171 US

« +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
« +1 689 278 1000 US

«+1 719 359 4580 US

« +1 253 205 0468 US

« +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
* +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

« +1 360 209 5623 US

« +1 386 347 5053 US

« +1 507 473 4847 US

Meeting ID: 830 3392 9577
Passcode: 772

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/k0OaUG;jkr


https://www.coventry-ct.gov/ea78cc73-aed6-4544-b11b-da3c37e0b6cd

RECEIVED
APR 30 2025 A

Town of Coventry
Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee

Meeting Minutes Office of the Town Clerk
Thursday April 17, 2025 Coventry, CT
1. Call To Order, Roll Call:
By: Murray Time: 6:37 p.m. Place: Conference Room B & Zoom
PRESENT | ABSENT
REGULAR St i i «
MEMBERS: rian Murray, Chairperson
Kenneth Stein, Vice Chairperson X
Dudley Brand X
Mike Mangiafico X
Carolyn Batz-remote X
STAFF: Jana Roberson, Director of Planning & Dev't. N
Chief of Police Eric Peterson X

Also present: Special Projects Coordinator Alex Taylor.

2. Approval Of Minutes:

A. Minutes, March 20, 2025:

Motion: | move to accept the March 20%, 2025, Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee
Meeting Minutes.

By: Stein Second: Brand
Discussion: None
Vote: Unanimously in favor

3. Draft of Firearms Ordinance:
The corrected version of the draft, and a version with highlighted changes was reviewed by the committee.
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Tayor addressed concerns and changes made from last meeting:

1. Commercial shooting ranges/gun club definition implied that a range safety officer would be
needed at all times. He informed that this was not required and changed the ordinance to state
that individuals discharging firearms are to be adequately trained in firearms safety.

2. Since not all shooting targets are stationary (i.e. spinning targets), the term stationary target was
changed to inanimate object. This will also be changed in Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements, sub-
section e.

3. “Public trails” was added to Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements, sub-section d, to be included
alongside public roads as an area that shooters are prohibited to fire across.

4. Supervision for minors under the age of 18 was changed to "another adult with the approval of
their parent or legai guardian.” from an adequately trained firearms instructor. (Applies if the
parent/legal guardian is not the supervisor.)

5. Start time for firearms discharge was moved to 9AM from 10AM. Also, language was added to
make the sunset time more defined.

6. A 4-hour shooting time window was included with the requirement of calling the Police

Department for notice of recreational shooting activities.

Animal Control Officer was added an exempted person.

Construction equipment that may classify as a firearm or air gun, like a nail gun, were added

under exemptions.

o~

Discussicn:

Jana noted that an email was received from a resident. She informed the resident that it would be shared with
the committee for review. She explained that she would like to let peaple know moving forward when the
committee will be accepting public comments, if they choose to do so as well as the strategy for such.

Stein had concerns with Section b) of the Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club, which states:
“Said shooting range is approved by the Chief of Police and in compliance with all federal, state, and local
faws;”.

He added that Coventry PD currently shoots at one of the ranges in town, which should be a clear indicator
that the range is approved. He suggested the language be simplified to a duly authorized/organized
Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club, as a way to separate it from a home shooting range.

Roberson was going to look into the zoning regulations for the development of a new gun club, should that be
a route someone looks to take in the future. She noted that she believes a new one would not be allowed per
the existing zoning regulations, and the 2 ranges/clubs currently in town are grandfathered in. Changing the
language was discussed and agreed that it would make the most sense to list the 2 existing clubs/ranges to
exempt them from this draft ordinance. Taylor noted that the language he used was to try and eliminate the
need of editing this ordinance in the future, for whatever scenario arose.

The committee wanted to make sure that they do not encourage restrictions on future legal uses but want to

do what they can to address the issues that have led to the formation and need of this committee. Fines for
violations were discussed. Taylor explained that a monetary amount of $100 per instance would be listed in
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the ordinance, which can be used for enforcement, but ultimately the severity of the enforcement would be
up to the responding officer(s).

Roberson reminded that this ordinance has been drafted carefully to not be too restrictive. She added that
there is a wellness/quality of life aspect for residents who are affected by frequent and noisy shooting. The
restrictions discussed, like time frames and shooting windows will help address the intensity of shooting.
Mangiafico was concerned how an ordinance like this would impact those who are not used to having to do
these things (i.e. call before shooting). He felt there may be push back from certain residents who have the
land and do not want to be told what to do on their property. Taylor noted that this is mainly to address
extreme cases which are causing disruptions, but it is a fine balance. Taylor also stated that having the
ordinance makes disruptive behavior enforceable by the police, in cases where it wasn’t enforceable
previously. Stein also reminded that this isnt a gun issue, it's a good neighbor issue. This is why the police
need something to refer to and measure complaints to when responding to calls.

Mangiafico suggested informing those residents who have been the source of complaints that they should be
aware of what is coming, and that with an ordinance the behavior is more enforceable. He also wanted to
make sure there was going to be public discussion. The committee noted that this has been discussed and
being worked on and wants to have a meeting with public comment.

The committee discussed being a good neighbor, and the simple act of speaking with one’s neighbor. It was
also stated that there are situations where this does not work for fear of one’s safety or the possibility of
increased conflict or hostility.

Murray brought up a complaint that was received that was escalated to state level and referred to the Chief
State Attorney. He was curious to what they would define as too close, and how a situation is escalated to a
state level over a local ordinance. Taylor is going to reach out to see if the state’s attorney can provide any
guidance.

The committee discussed the different types of police reports came in, what was the concern, and when it
happened. it was reminded all things reviewed and worked on by the committee are available to the public.

Taylor asked if there were any other concerns with the draft ordinance as presented. Stein expressed concerns
surrounding the inclusion of needing to permit historical reenactment. Taylor noted that it is for people who
would try and get around the restrictions of the ordinance by classifying themselves as a reenactment. He
explained that how far the committee wants to cover potential situations, or not, is up to them. Roberson
reminded that the language states, “authorized” historical reenactment. It was decided to leave “authorized
historical reenactments” but strike the language stating a permit from the town would need to be obtained.

Stein suggested including language to ensure those who call in regarding their intent to shoot, that their
information will be kept confidential. He felt the state statute could be included to back up the confidentiality.
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The committee discussed the scenario of there being ush back to the point of non-conformity. Murray noted
that this is a challenge to make sure they have the support of the community, and they put something forth
that is responsible to the entire community.

4. Discussion of Shooting Range Safety Informational Presentation:

Stein explained that he put together a Power Point presentation on safety that pulled information directly
from the State and the NRA Pistol Permit Training Curriculum. He explained that he wanted this safety
presentation to be included with a larger presentation of what the committee has done, and how they got to
where they are.

Roberson explained that there has been expressed desire to have a public meeting to provide education, what
the committee has done, along with receiving public comment. When that happens, she felt this Power Point
is a good length to provide safety education at either the start or conclusion of that meeting. She encouraged
the committee to start thinking about how they want to coordinate this event.

Mangiafico felt it was important to explain to the community why this committee was organized, why they are
studying the things they are studying, and all the work that has been done to get to this point. The committee
agreed and wanted to dispel the rumors that were being spread on Facebook. The importance of spreading
firearms safety knowledge to the community was noted.

Roberson reminded that the committee still needs to report to the Town Council. She informed that the
charge of the committee does not include hosting a public meeting. She felt that the committee should meet
with and update the Town Council on their discussions and recommendations first. She explained that their
desire to have a firearms safety educational presentation, as well as presenting the reasoning behind their
recommendations to the community should be expressed. She also informed that if an ordinance were their
recommendation, it would need to be approved by the Town Council, which comes with a required public
comment section. She felt that the Town Council would be more than happy to have the committee's
participation on this.

5. Discussion of Future Agendas/Citizen Feedback:
Stein raised concerns that should the committee recommend an ordinance, what do they do if during public
comment, the majority of public feedback is against it. If it does not get passed, they are back at square 1.

Taylor reminded that per their charge, there are only 3 meetings left to address things that have been
discussed. He noted that it would be good to touch base with the Town Council and see if they want to seek
an extension of the committee term since they are running tight on time.

It was noted that receiving public feedback would help finalize a draft ordinance to present. Roberson
reiterated that if the Town Council adopted an ordinance, it would require public comment.

The committee discussed meeting with the Town Council, and a short presentation to reference back to the
initial issues. Taylor suggested that the goal for next meeting should be getting final information from Police
Chief Peterson and refining a presentation to the Town Council.
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Roberson outlined a potential presentation: (subject to change)

1. How the committee got started and the issues.

2. The Committee’s Charge.

3. The Committee’s timeline, breakdown of discussions, and considered factors
4. Proposed draft ordinance.

She reminded that this can be done by PowerPoint presentation or written report.

Murray stated that he wants to make sure that it is understood that they are trying to address the outcomes of
the situations that were brought to them, not restrict residents for the sake of restricting. It was reminded that
the ordinance gives the Police Department a tool that is on the books. Stein also noted that Tolland has had an
ordinance for similar issues, and it is very rarely used. Brand added that having a distance requirement should
solve a lot of issues.

Roberson felt that the next steps were to update the Town Council and move forward at their discretion. There
was consensus to develop a presentation for the Town Council that outlines the issues that they are trying to
address, the work they have done, their recommendations, and desire for public feedback. This will be the
focus of the next meeting. Additionally, there were still some uncertainties with the ordinance that some
members wanted feedback from the Police Chief on.

The presentation will be worked on for the next meeting (May 17™), along with the edits to the draft
ordinance. Both will be reviewed and finalized at the May meeting to be brought to the Town Council at their
1% meeting in June if they are ready. Taylor will confirm whether or not this needs to go to Steering 1% Stein
questioned a review from an attorney. It was explained that this would be done after the Town Council review,
and Taylor noted that the ordinance language was pulled from other existing ordinances. He did not feel there
will be anything problematic with the ordinance draft.

Roberson noted that there will be next steps after presenting to the Town Council, but she is unsure of what
that is. If the Town Council wants the committee to continue to be involved, or work on anything further, they
can extend the Committee’s charge. However, reporting and presenting to the Town Council their
recommendation in June or July has met the obligation of their charge. The committee can express their desire
to be a part of the public comment portion, if the ordinance is moved forward, as well as the desire to hold an
educational presentation.

Murray suggested that once the draft ordinance is finalized, it be reviewed by Chief Peterson to confirm its
enforceability.

The committee also noted that this ordinance will not solve all problems, as there are things that can’t be
solved. Not everyone is going to like it. However, it goes both ways where the police can use it as a guideline
to enforce a violation from it or dismiss complaints when individuals are following it.

6. Election of Officers: Vice Chair:
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It was reminded that this agenda item was postponed until the committee had their vacant seat filled.

Murray opened the floor to nominations:
Brand nominated Stein to fill the seat of Vice Chair, Murray seconded. Nominations were closed.

Motion: | move to appoint Ken Stein to the position of Vice Chair of the Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range
Study Committee.

By: Brand Second: Murray

Discussion: Stein explained that he appreciates the nomination and reminded that there may be a rare
instance where he needs to attend the meeting via zoom due to his occupation.

Vote: Unanimously in favor
7. Other Business:
Murray explained that they received an email from a citizen, William Glenney, which was reviewed and will be

included at the conclusian of these minutes.

The committee is not formally accepting public feedback, but Roberson wanted to notify the committee that
an email was received.

8. Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:56 PM.

Submitted by,
W R WA
Nicole Archambault

Minutes Clerk

PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the Committee at the next meeting. Please
see the next Committee meeting minutes for approval or changes.
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Chapter 66 — OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

ARTICLE I1l. - HOME SHOOTING RANGES

Sec. 66-75 Purpose

The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being
of the residents of the Town of Coventry

Sec. 66-76 Definitions

Firearm

Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical
damage

Air gun
Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to
expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical damage

Backstop
A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.

Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club
An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria:
a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design
to contain fired projectiles;
b) Said shooting range is in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws;
c¢) Individuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety; and
d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms.

Recreational Shooting
For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a
Firearm or Air Gun at an inanimate target

Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be
the owner of the property on which the discharge is to occur, be the spouse or lineal
descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present.
The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are
being directed.



b)

d)

f)

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used.
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles
at any position the shooter intends to use.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so at a
distance of greater than 250ft from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied by
people or domestic animals unless they are the owner of such property, the spouse or
lineal descendant of the owner of the property, or have on their person the written
permission from the owner of the property to do so. A building is considered to be
occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it appears from a reasonable inspection
of the structure to be unoccupied.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must not
shoot across any public roads or public trails.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so at an inanimate target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon being hit
by a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or shrapnel.
Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or another adult with the approval of their
parent or legal guardian.

Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements

a)

b)

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between
the hours of 9:00 AM to sunset as defined in the current Connecticut Hunting and
Trapping Guide.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar
day.

Sec. 66-79 Exceptions

The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article 111 shall not be construed to apply in the

following circumstances:

a)
b)

c)

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting
within the scope of their official duties;

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1;

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws;



d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes;

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of The Manchester
Sportsmen’s Association, Manchester Coon and Fox Club, or a Commercial Shooting
Range/Private Gun Club duly organized in accordance with Town zoning requirements;

f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as
a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a
Firearm or Air Gun;

g) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by police
officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or Connecticut
National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and

h) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment.

Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article
Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for
such a violation pursuant to Sec. 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances

Secs. 66-81 — 66-96 Reserved



Chapter 66 — OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS|

ARTICLE III. - HOME SHOOTING RANGES

Sec. 66-75 Purpose

The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being
of the residents of the Town of Coventry

Sec. 66-76 Definitions

Firearm

Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical
damage

LAir gun
Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to
expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical damage]

Backstop
A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.

Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club

An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria:

a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design
to contain fired projectiles;

b) Said shooting range is appreved-by-the-Chief-of Police-and-in compliance with all federal,
state, and local laws;

¢) Individuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety; and

d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms.

Recreational Shooting
For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a
Firearm or Air Gun at an inanimate target

Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be
the owner of the property on which the discharge is to occur, be the spouse or lineal
descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present.

—| Commented [AT1]: This ordinance is a draft based on
preferences expressed by the FS/HRSC. This is not finalized,
and all language present within may be subject to change.

—| Commented [AT2]: A separate definition was given for

the sake of clarity, and Air Guns were specifically included
on restrictions based on safety but excluded from those
where noise may be the central concern




b)

c)

d)

€)

The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are
being directed.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used.
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles
at any position the shooter intends to use.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so at a
distance of greater than 2501t from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied by
people or domestic animals unless they are the owner of such property, the spouse or
lineal descendant of the owner of the property, or have on their person the written
permission from the owner of the property to do so. A building is considered to be
occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it appears from a reasonable inspection
of the structure to be unoccupied.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must not
shoot across any public roads or public trails.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do
so at an inanimate statienary-target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon
being hit by a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or
shrapnel.

Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or another adult with the approval of their
parent or legal guardian.

Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements

a)

b)

The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry:

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between
the hours 0of 9:00 AM to sunset as defined in the current Connecticut Hunting and
Trapping Guide.

Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar
day.

Sec. 66-79 Exceptions

The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article I1I shall not be construed to apply in the

following circumstances:

a)
b)

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting
within the scope of their official duties;

The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1;



¢) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws;

d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with
Connecticut General Statutes;

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of The Manchester
Sportsmen’s Association, Manchester Coon and Fox Club, or a reeognized-Commercial
Shooting Range/Private Gun Club_duly organized in accordance with Town zoning

requirements;
f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as

a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a
Firearm or Air Gun,

g) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by police
officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or Connecticut
National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and

h) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment-which

has-obtained-an-event permit-from-the Town.

Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article
Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for

most $100 if not otherwise specified. Each day a violation

such a violation pursuant to ‘Sec‘ 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances ] Commented [AT3]: Sec. 1-10 indicates fines shall be at
continues may be counted as a separate offense.

Secs. 66-81 — 66-96 Reserved



5/13/25, 10:07 AM Mail - Alex Taylor - Outlook

ﬁ Outlook

Re: Last Thursday's FS/HRSC

From Alex Taylor <ataylor@coventry-ct.gov>
Date Mon 4/21/2025 12:56 PM
To  Eric Peterson <epeterson@coventry-ct.gov>

Cc Jana Roberson <jroberson@coventry-ct.gov>; James Drumm <jdrumm@coventry-ct.gov>; Brian Murray
<brianmurray29@gmail.com>

Chief Peterson,
| wanted to follow up on a few requests/clarifications from the committee from last week’s meeting:

e The committee wanted a more complete picture of the total number of and character of the activity in
the community surrounding home shooting ranges and calls to complain about them. They were hoping
to be provided with as complete a collection of the relevant police reports as possible for review in
advance of the next meeting to support a draft for a presentation to the council. They were especially
hoping for whatever documentation exists surrounding the incident you previously mentioned about one
range with a high frequency of shooting per day which was disturbing multiple surrounding neighbors.

e Inreviewing a police report with incident number 23-4651 the committee found language suggesting that
the department had consulted with the State’s Attorney for guidance regarding safety for shooting ranges
and distance. What guidance was given by the State’s Attorney regarding safe distances for shooting
ranges?

e  The committee wished to confirm with you regarding the potential of liability with the current draft of
the ordinance. Specifically, there is still a concern that by recognizing certain ranges as “safe,” even
without any registration process, there might be an impact on the Town should an injury occur. |
understand if this question might be better posed to the Town attorney, but | wanted to get your opinion
on it and ask if it is comparable to how any existing regulations are handled.

e The committee is concerned with the public availability of names of firearms owners. In a past meting
you had mentioned that the names of those who call in to notify the department about recreational
shooting might be redacted in some scenarios. In what cases would this information be publicly available
and in what cases would it be redacted? The committee wishes to avoid any scenario that would either
imperil firearms owners by making their addresses or names publicly available, or possibly conflict with
state law regarding privacy of firearms information.

Also, the committee would greatly appreciate you attendance at the next meeting on the 15t of May such that
they might get your input on the aforementioned draft presentation to council. Please let me know if you need
any additional information or clarifications as a part of this inquiry. Thank you so much for your time!

Sincerely,

Alexander Taylor

Special Projects Coordinator, Coventry, CT
ataylor@coventry-ct.gov

(860) 742-6324 Ext. 1256

https://outlook.office.com/mail/id/AAQKADUXOTMxZmY 1LTBmNzItNDFIZC1iOWQ4LTNmMNzgxMzIlYzZYONQAQAKrPTZ%2F SaUMEgQjPKyShmce0%3D. ..





