
Town of Coventry
Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Study Committee 

Regular Meeting
Thursday April 17, 2025

6:30  PM

Conference Room B, 1712 Main Street
Zoom Meeting Link Below

Call To Order, Roll Call

Approval Of Minutes

Minutes, March 20, 2025

FSHRSC MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 20.PDF

Draft Of Firearms Ordinance

FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 3 WITH CHANGES.PDF
FIREARMS ORDINANCE DRAFT LANGUAGE 3.PDF

Discussion Of Shooting Range Safety Informational Presentation

COVENTRY COMBINED PRESENTATION.PDF

Discussion Of Future Agendas/Citizen Feedback

Election Of Officers: Vice Chair

Other Business

Adjournment

Topic: Firearms Safety/Home Shooting Range Committee

Time: Apr 17, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81648081222?pwd=zuHuJnNIK0WkYcMDKolyHKrdM6HhL8.1

Meeting ID: 816 4808 1222

Passcode: 772

---

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,81648081222#,,,,*772# US (Washington DC)

+13052241968,,81648081222#,,,,*772# US

---

Dial by your location

• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

• +1 305 224 1968 US

• +1 309 205 3325 US

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

• +1 646 931 3860 US

• +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

• +1 669 444 9171 US

• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

• +1 689 278 1000 US

• +1 719 359 4580 US

• +1 253 205 0468 US

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

• +1 360 209 5623 US

• +1 386 347 5053 US

• +1 507 473 4847 US

• +1 564 217 2000 US

Meeting ID: 816 4808 1222

Passcode: 772

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kwwg380qS
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81648081222?pwd=zuHuJnNIK0WkYcMDKolyHKrdM6HhL8.1
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Chapter 66 – OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
 
ARTICLE III. – HOME SHOOTING RANGES 
 
 
Sec. 66-75 Purpose 
 
 The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of 
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being 
of the residents of the Town of Coventry 
 
Sec. 66-76 Definitions 
 
Firearm 
 Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which 
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical 
damage 
 
Air gun 
 Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to 
expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical damage 
 
Backstop 
 A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.  
 
Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club 
 An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria: 

a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design 
to contain fired projectiles; 

b) Said shooting range is approved by the Chief of Police and in compliance with all federal, 
state, and local laws; 

c) Has individualsIndividuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety 
present at all times when shooting will occur; and 

d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms. 
 
Recreational Shooting 
 For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a 
Firearm or Air Gun at a stationary,an inanimate target 
 
Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements 
 
 The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry: 

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be 
the owner of the property on which the discharge is to occur, be the spouse or lineal 
descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from 
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present. 

Commented [AT1]: This ordinance is a draft based on 
preferences expressed by the FS/HRSC. This is not finalized, 
and all language present within may be subject to change. 

Commented [AT2]: A separate definition was given for 
the sake of clarity, and Air Guns were specifically included 
on restrictions based on safety but excluded from those 
where noise may be the central concern 



 

 

The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are 
being directed. 

b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do 
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used. 
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or 
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles 
at any position the shooter intends to use. 

c) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so at a 
distance of greater than 250ft from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied by 
people or domestic animals unless they are the owner of such property, the spouse or 
lineal descendant of the owner of the property, or have on their person the written 
permission from the owner of the property to do so. A building is considered to be 
occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it appears from a reasonable inspection 
of the structure to be unoccupied. 

d) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must not 
shoot across any public roads or public trails. 

e) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do 
so at a stationary target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon being hit by 
a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or shrapnel. 

f) Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by 
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or an instructor adequately trained in firearms 
safetyanother adult with the approval of their parent or legal guardian. 

 
 
Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements 
 
 The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry: 

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between 
the hours of 109:00 AM to sunset, as outlineddefined in the current Connecticut Hunting 
and Trapping Guide. 

b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry 
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of 
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a 
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar 
day. 

 
Sec. 66-79 Exceptions 
  
 The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article III shall not be construed to apply in the 
following circumstances: 

a) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting 
within the scope of their official duties; 

b) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the 
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1; 

c) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons 
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws; 



 

 

d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing 
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with 
Connecticut General Statutes; 

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of a recognized Commercial 
Shooting Range/Private Gun Club; 

f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as 
a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a 
Firearm or Air Gun; 

f)g)The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by police 
officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or Connecticut 
National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and 

g)h) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment 
which has obtained an event permit from the Town. 

 
Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article 

Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for 
such a violation pursuant to Sec. 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances  
 
Secs. 66-81 – 66-96 Reserved 
 

  

Commented [AT3]: Sec. 1-10 indicates fines shall be at 
most $100 if not otherwise specified. Each day a violation 
continues may be counted as a separate offense. 



 

 

Chapter 66 – OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
 
ARTICLE III. – HOME SHOOTING RANGES 
 
 
Sec. 66-75 Purpose 
 
 The purpose of this article is to establish regulations surrounding the discharge of 
firearms for target-shooting purposes on private property to provide for the safety and well-being 
of the residents of the Town of Coventry 
 
Sec. 66-76 Definitions 
 
Firearm 
 Any shotgun, pistol, rifle, revolver, muzzle-loading device or other such weapon which 
uses chemical propellant to expel a projectile capable of killing, injuring, or inflicting physical 
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 Any device which uses springs, air, compressed gas, or other non-explosive force to 
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Backstop 
 A device, structure, or terrain designed to stop and contain projectiles fired on a range.  
 
Commercial Shooting Range/Private Gun Club 
 An organization of individuals which meets the following criteria: 

a) Maintains in good condition a shooting range in a fixed location with an adequate design 
to contain fired projectiles; 

b) Said shooting range is approved by the Chief of Police and in compliance with all federal, 
state, and local laws; 

c) Individuals discharging firearms are adequately trained in firearms safety; and 
d) Has criteria for members or other range users to ensure the safe discharge of firearms. 

 
Recreational Shooting 
 For the purposes of this chapter, recreational shooting is understood to be shooting a 
Firearm or Air Gun at an inanimate target 
 
Sec. 66-77 Safety Requirements 
 
 The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry: 

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must be 
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descendant of the owner of the property, have on their person the written permission from 
the owner of the property, or be an invited guest with the owner of the property present. 
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The same requirements apply for the location of the backstop at which projectiles are 
being directed. 

b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do 
so only with an adequate backstop capable of stopping all projectiles intended to be used. 
The backstop must be of sufficient depth and strength to contain any projectiles fired or 
intended to be fired at a range and must be of a sufficient height or size to stop projectiles 
at any position the shooter intends to use. 

c) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so at a 
distance of greater than 250ft from any structure or enclosed outdoor space occupied by 
people or domestic animals unless they are the owner of such property, the spouse or 
lineal descendant of the owner of the property, or have on their person the written 
permission from the owner of the property to do so. A building is considered to be 
occupied for the purposes of this ordinance unless it appears from a reasonable inspection 
of the structure to be unoccupied. 

d) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must not 
shoot across any public roads or public trails. 

e) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms or Air Guns must do 
so at a stationary target which does not possess any secondary reaction upon being hit by 
a projectile, including explosions, incineration, or expelling projectiles or shrapnel. 

f) Minors under 18 years of age wishing to shoot Firearms must be properly supervised by 
a parent or legal guardian of such minor, or another adult with the approval of their 
parent or legal guardian. 

 
 
Sec. 66-78 Time Requirements 
 
 The following restrictions apply within the Town of Coventry: 

a) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must do so between 
the hours of 9:00 AM to sunset as defined in the current Connecticut Hunting and 
Trapping Guide. 

b) Persons wishing to engage in recreational shooting with Firearms must call the Coventry 
Police Department and give notice fifteen (15) minutes before the intended start of 
shooting. Once shooting begins, persons engaging in recreational shooting shall have a 
four (4) hour window in which to do so. One such window shall be granted per calendar 
day. 

 
Sec. 66-79 Exceptions 
  
 The restrictions within this Sec. 66 Article III shall not be construed to apply in the 
following circumstances: 

a) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun by a police officer or animal control officer acting 
within the scope of their official duties; 

b) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of hunting as defined by the 
Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 26-1; 

c) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of defending oneself or other persons 
from physical force in accordance with all federal, state and local laws; 



 

 

d) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun for the purposes of shooting wildlife actively causing 
property damage or posing an active threat to public safety in accordance with 
Connecticut General Statutes; 

e) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun at a range on the property of a recognized Commercial 
Shooting Range/Private Gun Club; 

f) The use of a device designed and operated solely for the purposes of construction, such as 
a nail or staple gun, which by its design might otherwise fall under the definition of a 
Firearm or Air Gun; 

g) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of a memorial ceremony or parade by police 
officers, active duty members in military service of the United States or Connecticut 
National Guard, or by a nationally recognized veteran’s organization; and 

h) The use of a Firearm or Air Gun as a part of an authorized historical reenactment which 
has obtained an event permit from the Town. 

 
Sec. 66-80 Penalty for violation of article 

Any person who violates the regulations set out in this article shall be subject to a fine for 
such a violation pursuant to Sec. 1-10 of the Coventry Code of Ordinances  
 
Secs. 66-81 – 66-96 Reserved 
 

  

Commented [AT3]: Sec. 1-10 indicates fines shall be at 
most $100 if not otherwise specified. Each day a violation 
continues may be counted as a separate offense. 



PUBLIC ACT 23-53 
TRAINING ON SAFE 

STORAGE OF 
FIREARMS, LAWFUL 
USE OF FIREARMS 

AND LAWFUL 
CARRYING OF 

FIREARMS

Updated 11/25/2024



BASIC INFORMATION

• This PowerPoint has been developed to be taught in conjunction with 
your instructor’s current curriculum in order to satisfy the training 
requirements set forth in Connecticut General Statutes § 29-28, as 
amended by Public Act 23-53

• You must submit to your local issuing authority BOTH the certificate 
of completion for the Public Act 23-53 training and a certificate of 
completion for the balance of the course 



SAFE STORAGE IN THE HOME OR PLACE OF 
BUSINESS

Connecticut General Statutes § 29-37i
• No person shall store or keep any firearm, on any premises under 

such person's control unless the person:
(1) Keeps the firearm in a securely locked box or other container or in 
a manner which a reasonable person would believe to be secure OR
(2) Carries the firearm on his/her person OR
(3) Keeps the firearm within such close proximity to his/herself that 
such person can readily retrieve and use the firearm 
(as if such person was carrying the firearm on his/her person)



SAFE STORAGE IN A VEHICLE
Connecticut General Statutes § 29-38g
• All pistols or revolvers stored in an unattended motor vehicle must be kept in the 

trunk (area not accessible from the passenger compartment), locked glove box, or 
locked safe.

• “[A] motor vehicle is unattended if no person who is at least twenty-one years of 
age and who is the owner or operator or a passenger of such motor vehicle is 
inside the motor vehicle or is within close enough proximity to the motor vehicle 
to prevent unauthorized access to the motor vehicle . . . .” 

Connecticut General Statutes § 53-205
• No person shall carry or possess in any vehicle or snowmobile any firearm, other than 

a pistol or revolver (for which they have a valid CT Permit to Carry, or is legally secured 
above), while such firearm contains in the barrel, chamber, or magazine any loaded 
shell or cartridge capable of being discharged.  



LAWFUL USE OF FIREARMS IN DEFENSE OF 
SELF OR OTHERS

Connecticut General Statutes § 53a-19
• If you reasonably believe that a person is using or about to use deadly 

physical force against you or a third person, or that a person is inflicting or 
about to inflict great bodily harm against you or a third person, you may use 
deadly force.

• However, prior to using such deadly force, you have a duty to retreat if the 
avenue of retreat is reasonable.

• NOTE: You do not have a duty to retreat if:
• You are in your own dwelling; or
• You are in your place of work and not the initial aggressor



LAWFUL USE OF FIREARMS

Connecticut General Statutes § 53-203
• No person shall intentionally, negligently or carelessly discharge any 

firearm in such a manner as to be likely to cause bodily injury or death to 
persons or domestic animals, or the wanton destruction of property.  

Connecticut General Statutes § 53-204; Conn. Agencies Reg. § 26-66-1 (e)
• No person shall hunt or discharge any firearm from or across the traveled 

portion of any public highway.    
Conn. Agencies Reg. § 26-66-1(d)
• No person shall hunt or shoot a firearm within 500 feet of any 

building occupied by people or domestic animals.



LAWFUL CARRYING OF FIREARMS IN PUBLIC
Connecticut General Statutes § 29-35
• No person shall carry any pistol or revolver on their person WITHOUT A 

PERMIT except when such person is within their home, on land leased or 
owned by that person, or within the place of business of that person.

• No person shall knowingly carry a firearm WITHOUT A PERMIT and with 
intent to display (open carry) except within their home, on land leased 
or owned, or within the place of business, or engaged in firearm training 
or bonafide hunting activity.

• A reasonable measure to conceal said firearm when carrying 
must be taken.  Neither a fleeting glimpse of a firearm nor an 
imprint of a firearm through such person’s clothing is a violation.



LAWFUL CARRYING OF FIREARMS IN PUBLIC 
(continued)
Connecticut General Statutes § 29-28(e)
• The issuance of a permit to carry does NOT authorize the possession 

or carrying of a pistol or revolver in any premises where the 
possession or carrying is otherwise prohibited by law or is prohibited 
by the person who owns or exercises control over such premises.

Examples:  Schools (Federal & State Law), courthouses, 
anywhere “NO FIREARMS” is posted.



LEGAL UPDATES

• Firearms laws are often very in depth.  If you have ANY questions, 
please seek legal advice.  

• State and Federal firearms laws are often changing and evolving.  It is 
important that you are up to date on firearms laws, not only as a 
permitted individual, but also as a firearm owner.  

• You must follow all State and Federal laws and regulations as they 
pertain to the purchasing, carrying, storage and use of firearms.  
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Introduction

Lesson I

Lesson II

Lesson III

Lesson IV

Lesson V

Basics of
Pistol Shooting

ALWAYS Keep The Gun Pointed In A Safe 
Direction

ALWAYS Keep Your Finger Off The Trigger 
Until Ready To Shoot

ALWAYS Keep The Gun Unloaded Until 
Ready To Use

NRA RULES FOR SAFE GUN HANDLING

12
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Introduction

Lesson I

Lesson II

Lesson III

Lesson IV

Lesson V

Basics of
Pistol Shooting

• Know your target and what is beyond.

• Be sure the gun is safe to operate.

• Know how to use the gun safely.

• Use only the correct ammunition for your gun.

• Wear eye and ear protection as appropriate.

• Never use alcohol or drugs before or while shooting.

• Store guns so that they are not accessible to 
unauthorized persons.

• Be aware that certain types of guns and many 
shooting activities require additional safety 
precautions

NRA RULES FOR USING AND STORING A GUN
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Introduction

Lesson I

Lesson II

Lesson III

Lesson IV

Lesson V

Basics of
Pistol Shooting

FOR THE RANGE BEING USED, IDENTIFY 
AND KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF:

• Ready line
• Firing line
• Target area
• Backstop/impact area
• Left/right range limits
• Firing points
• Target and firing point 

numbers
• Downrange area
• Safety berms

RANGE LAYOUT AND LIMITS
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Introduction

Lesson I

Lesson II

Lesson III

Lesson IV

Lesson V

Basics of
Pistol Shooting

• Entry/exit routes
• Range flags
• Warning markers and other safety 

features
• First-aid kit
• Phone (know procedure for dialing 911)
• Fire extinguishers
• Rest rooms
• Any other applicable equipment/features

RANGE LAYOUT AND LIMITS (CONT…)

FOR THE RANGE BEING USED, IDENTIFY 
AND KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF:




